
Prince Edward Island Home and School Federation Inc.
Minutes of the 59th Annual General Meeting – April 14, 2012

Rodd Charlottetown Hotel, Victoria Room, Charlottetown
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by President Owen Parkhouse at 8:48 p.m.

Marion Murphy acted as Parliamentarian. Peter Rukavina acted as Recording 
Secretary. There were 93 voting delegates in attendance and 3 non-voting delegates. Of 
the 52 member schools of the Federation, 37 schools were represented.

Marion Murphy led the Home and School Prayer and Creed.

President Owen Parkhouse introduced the head table and members of the PEIHSF 
executive in attendance.

Approval of Agenda

MOTION: That the agenda be approved presented. Moved by Shelley Muzika. Seconded 
by Bill Whelan. MOTION CARRIED.

Approval of Minutes of 2011 Annual General Meeting

MOTION: That the minutes of the 2011 Annual General Meeting meeting be approved 
presented. Moved by Angie Matheson. Seconded by Sue Petitt. MOTION CARRIED.

President’s Report
Owen Parkhouse referenced his printed President’s Report, included in the Book of 
Reports, and provided a brief summary of the highlights of the year:
• 53 schools of 57 total English schools are now members of the PEIHSF; outreach to 

remaining schools has continued, including a visit to the Lenox Island school.
• The upcoming year will likely be spent, at least in part, in dealing with budget cuts, 

teaching cuts, and issues related to the Education Governance report.
• Thanks to Shirley Jay for her work as Executive Director over the two year term.

Financial Report
Treasurer Sue Petitt presented a report on the financial position of the PEIHSF, 
referencing the financial information on page 25 of the book of reports.

• In 2011 total revenue was $85,571, mostly from grants.
• There was a marked increase in charitable donations; this was largely made up of 

directed donations for local home and school projects, where PEIHSF issued a tax 
receipt and passed the funds to the local.

• The parent engagement line-item includes some general expenses items attributed to 
the project; starting in 2012 the parent engagement revenue and expenses will be 
accounted for separately.

• Revenue exceeded expenses by $4,569.



• Our GICs are generally re-invested until such point as we require money for operating 
expenses.

• Deferred revenue is un-spent funds from Parent Engagement projects that will be paid 
out over the coming months.

• Cash at beginning of the year was $108,382; at the end of the year it was $121,813.
• It is our hope to receive the same operating grant of $37,500 for 2012-2013 as for the 

previous year, but we have not had this confirmed yet.

MOTION: That the Financial Report be accepted as presented. Moved by Shelley 
Muzika. Seconded by Lisa Geldert. MOTION CARRIED.

Other Reports

MOTION: That Other Reports be accepted as circulated in the Book of Reports. Moved 
by Pam Montgomery. Seconded by Paul Wilkie. MOTION CARRIED.

Resolutions
Shelley Muzika, Region 2 Director, took the chair for the resolutions portion of the 
meeting.

RESOLUTION  1 /2012 – REQUEST THE GOVERNMENT OF PEI TO INVESTIGATE 
AND IMPLEMENT SCHOOL EFFICIENCIES
Submitted by Prince Edward Island Home and School Federation

WHEREAS the PEIHSF recognizes the need to work cooperatively to develop long term strategies to 
deal with fiscal challenges while maintaining a focus on the quality of education provided to our children, 
and

WHEREAS there is a need to identify whether the fiscal challenges are due to insufficient funding or 
inefficient spending practices;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the PEIHSF requests that the Province of PEI work in partnership 
with the other Atlantic Provinces identify areas of efficiencies that may be effective in generating financial 
savings and operational improvement within the education system; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these savings and improvements shall include, but not be limited to: 
consolidation of various services and/or operations, coordinated purchasing to obtain savings through 
economies of scale, and a thorough review of the Education Budget in conjunction with an annual 
performance audit. 

DESTINATION: ! Department of Education and Early Childhood Development
! ! ! School Boards
! ! ! Premier of PEI

MOTION: To approve Resolution 1/2012. Moved by Owen Parkhouse. Seconded by Sue 
Petitt. MOTION CARRIED.



RESOLUTION 2/2012 – RENAME THE CAPITAL BUDGET LINE ITEM FOR 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Submitted by the PEI Home and School Federation Board

WHEREAS the line item in the Province of Prince Edward Island’s capital budget for capital spending on 
information technology is labelled “Computer Refresh,” and

WHEREAS this label does not accurately reflect the true purpose of this line item, which incorporates all 
capital spending related to information technology by the Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the PEIHSF requests the Minister of Education and Early 
Childhood Development move to relabel this line item in future capital budgets to “Computers and 
Information Technology”.

DESTINATION: ! Department of Education and Early Childhood Development
! ! ! School Boards
! ! ! Premier of PEI

MOTION: To approve Resolution 2/2012. Moved by Peter Rukavina. Seconded by Bill 
Whelan. MOTION CARRIED.

RESOLUTION 3/2012 – RESTORE CAPITAL FUNDING FOR INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY
Submitted by the PEI Home and School Federation Board

WHEREAS the capital budget for information technology in the Department of Education and Early 
Childhood Development has been reduced, in fiscal year 2012-2013 from $500,000 to $0, and,

WHEREAS the Minister’s IT Advisory Committee on Computer Information Technology has clearly stated 
that “A robust, reliable network is essential for enabling students, teachers and administrators to use 
digital tools and resources that are crucial for providing a 21st century education.” and that “Students 
must have access to information and tools to be able to apply innovation and creativity in solving real 
world problems.”, and,

WHEREAS the Minister’s IT Advisory Committee on Computer Information Technology has identified that 
the state of the computers, network and supporting infrastructure in the provinces schools is in need of 
significant investment, and,

WHEREAS principals, teachers and staff have provided anecdotal reports that the current state of 
technology infrastructure in Island schools leaves them lacking the appropriate tools and network 
resources to pursue curricular goals in a way that best integrates computer technology,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the PEIHSF requests the Minister of Education and Early 
Childhood Development move to restore the capital budget for the information technology for the 
2012-2013 year, and take steps to further increase this budget in future years so as to adequately outfit 
Island schools sufficient to meet the infrastructure needs laid out by Minister’s IT Advisory Committee on 
Computer Information Technology.

DESTINATION: ! Department of Education and Early Childhood Development
! ! ! School Boards
! ! ! Premier of PEI



MOTION: To approve Resolution 3/2012. Moved by Christine McAleer. Seconded by 
Laura Lee Howard. MOTION CARRIED.

RESOLUTION 4/2012 – SIMPLIFICATION OF THE ‘ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY
Submitted by the PEI Home and School Federation Board

WHEREAS Minister’s Directive MD 2010-02, Directive for the Acceptable Use of Computer and 
Information Technology, is a complex technical document that is seldom read nor understood by parents 
or students, and

WHEREAS proposed drafts of a replacement Minister’s Directive being reviewed by the Minister’s IT 
Advisory Committee on Computer Information Technology serve only to make the document more 
complex and less likely to be read or understood, and

WHEREAS the place of information technology in the classroom and in daily life has evolved significantly 
from the era when the “Acceptable Use Policy” was first drafted, and,

WHEREAS it is generally recognized that it is not possible to adequately describe all possible appropriate 
and inappropriate uses of information technology, nor to adequately describe all possible benefits and 
dangers of information technology use, and

WHEREAS it is desirable to increase the adoption of information technology and to foster creative uses of 
technology in meeting curricular goals, not to see information technology as a threat nor a dangerous 
force to be artificially contained, and

WHEREAS the use of common sense and a spirit of personal and community responsibility in making 
decisions about the use of information technology is a skill we wish to foster in students,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the PEIHSF requests the Minister of Education and Early 
Childhood Development replace the current “Minister’s Directive for the Acceptable Use Communication 
and Information Technology,” with a simple statement, to be signed by students and affirmed by parents: 
“I agree to use computers, the Internet and related resources in a manner that respects myself and 
others.”

DESTINATION: ! Department of Education and Early Childhood Development 
! ! ! School Boards
! ! ! Premier of PEI

REFERENCES: ! Minister’s Directive MD 2010-02, online at http://l.ruk.ca/pei-aup

MOTION: To amend the affirmation to the following: “I agree to use computers, the 
Internet and related resources in a manner that will not be contrary to school or school 
district policy. I will respect these resources, and therefore agree no to be involved in 
any inappropriate activities or visit any websites that are not approved by the school or 
the school district.” Moved by Greg Campbell. Seconded by Lee Gauthier MOTION 
CARRIED.

MOTION: To approve Resolution 4/2012 as amended, as follows:
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the PEIHSF requests the Minister of Education and Early 
Childhood Development replace the current “Minister’s Directive for the Acceptable Use Communication 
and Information Technology,” with a simple statement, to be signed by students and affirmed by parents: I 
agree to use computers, the Internet and related resources in a manner that will not be contrary to school 



or school district policy. I will respect these resources, and therefore agree no to be involved in any 
inappropriate activities or visit any websites that are not approved by the school or the school district.”

Moved by Peter Rukavina. Seconded by Pam Montgomery. MOTION CARRIED.

RESOLUTION 5/2012 – ENHANCE AND AFFIRM THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE 
MINISTER’S IT ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON COMPUTER INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY!
Submitted by the PEI Home and School Federation Board

WHEREAS the Minister’s IT Advisory Committee on Computer Information Technology consists of 
representatives from the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development, the Department of 
Finance, the School Boards, the PEI Teachers Federation and English and French parent groups, 
together representing the key stakeholders in information technology use in schools, and,

WHEREAS the Minister’s IT Advisory Committee on Computer Information Technology is supported by 
the professional advice of officials from the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development 
and Department of Finance, and

WHEREAS it is vital to the successful implementation of information technology infrastructure in the 
education system that decisions are made professionally, in a systematic, equitable fashion that considers 
the needs of educators, students, and the curriculum, and,

WHEREAS when significant decisions about spending and policy on education technology outside the 
deliberative process afforded by Minister’s IT Advisory Committee on Computer Information Technology 
(for example the implementation of “Smart Boards” in schools) the resulting non-systematic approach can 
result in a lack of proper resources, training and ongoing support,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the PEIHSF requests the Minister of Education and Early 
Childhood Development reaffirm the responsibility of the Minister’s IT Advisory Committee on Computer 
Information Technology to provide the Minister with systematic, deliberative advice, and that the 
Committee’s counsel be factored into future decisions about information technology planning and 
spending in the province.

DESTINATION: ! Department of Education and Early Childhood Development
! ! ! Department of Finance
! ! ! School Boards
! ! ! PEI Teachers Federation
! ! ! Premier of PEI

MOTION: To approve Resolution 5/2012. Moved by Peter Rukavina. Seconded by Sue 
Petitt. MOTION CARRIED.

RESOLUTION 6/2012 – THE IMPORTANCE OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
RESOURCES IN THE HOME
Submitted by the PEI Home and School Federation Board

WHEREAS the Minister’s IT Advisory Committee on Computer Information Technology has stated 
“Students must have access to information and tools to be able to apply innovation and creativity in 
solving real world problems.”, and,

WHEREAS there is significant opportunity for learning at home, especially when the home is equipped 
with a computer and access to the Internet and the information and tools it provides, and,



WHEREAS there is a clear trends toward an expectation by the education system that all homes are 
equipped with a computer and access to the Internet, both for communication to parents, for homework, 
and for students to gain general facility with technology, and

WHEREAS not all homes can afford the cost of a computer and Internet access, and,

WHEREAS there is no concrete information about the availability of computers and Internet access in the 
home,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the PEIHSF requests the Minister of Education and Early 
Childhood Development take steps to:
1. Regularly survey parents on the availability of computers and Internet access in the home,
2. Provide the results of the survey to the Minister’s IT Advisory Committee on Computer Information 

Technology and directly to parents and educators,
3. Request the Minister’s IT Advisory Committee on Computer Information Technology develop 

guidelines, based on the results of the survey, as to what can reasonably be expected of parents and 
students as regards technology in the home,

4. Take steps to address the “digital divide” between homes with technology, network access and 
expertise and homes without, ensuring that all Island students have sufficient technology in their 
homes to allow them to meet curricular goals and expectations.

DESTINATION: ! Department of Education and Early Childhood Development
! ! ! Department of Finance
! ! ! School Boards
! ! ! PEI Teachers Federation
! ! ! Premier of PEI

MOTION: To amend Resolution 6/2012 to add point #5, “Community Access Sites 
continue to be funded so to continue to provide access for families without technology in 
the home.” Moved by Jessica Campbell. Seconded by Teresa MacKinnon. MOTION 
CARRIED.

MOTION: To amend Resolution 6/2012 to prepend to point #1 “To establish a baseline 
initial survey and then...” Moved by Alison MacDougall. Seconded by Kelly Murphy. 
MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION: To approve Resolution 6/2012 as amended, as follows:
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the PEIHSF requests the Minister of Education and Early 
Childhood Development take steps to:

1. To establish a baseline initial survey and then regularly survey parents on the availability of computers 
and Internet access in the home,

2. Provide the results of the survey to the Minister’s IT Advisory Committee on Computer Information 
Technology and directly to parents and educators,

3. Request the Minister’s IT Advisory Committee on Computer Information Technology develop 
guidelines, based on the results of the survey, as to what can reasonably be expected of parents and 
students as regards technology in the home,

4. Take steps to address the “digital divide” between homes with technology, network access and 
expertise and homes without, ensuring that all Island students have sufficient technology in their 
homes to allow them to meet curricular goals and expectations.

5. Community Access Sites continue to be funded so to continue to provide access for families without 
technology in the home.

Moved by Peter Rukavina. Seconded by LaVerne MacKinnon. MOTION CARRIED.



RESOLUTION 7/2012 – CLASS SIZE / COMPOSITION
Submitted by the Spring Park Home and School Association

WHEREAS teachers, students and Home and School Associations recognizes the need for help 
(additional human resources) in a classroom having larger student populations of 30 and more, and

WHEREAS the teacher spends a lot of time on class management and heavier workloads and may 
require extra support dealing with the degree of student diversity in a class of this size, and 

WHEREAS large class sizes and composition have an impact on the special educational needs of all the 
students, and 

WHEREAS increased funding for additional human resources may be required in these classrooms,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the PEIHSF request the department of education and early 
childhood development and school boards to ensure human resources are provided to classrooms having 
30 and more students so that proper instruction time is maximized and all curriculum outcomes are met. 

DESTINATION:!! Department of Education
! ! ! School Boards

MOTION: To amend Resolution 7/2012 to remove the number “30” and replace it with 
“numbers referenced in the Eastern School District Organization Plan.” Moved by 
Marcella Byrne. Seconded by Margo Thistle. MOTION TABLED FOR FURTHER RESEARCH.

MOTION: To approve Resolution 7/2012. Moved by Tracey Willoughby. Seconded by 
Marion Hendrickson. MOTION TABLED FOR FURTHER RESEARCH.

RESOLUTION 8/2012 – EQUITY IN ALL PEI SCHOOLS
Submitted by the Mount Stewart Home and School Association 

WHEREAS  the P.E.I. Department of Education and Early Childhood Development states "The 
Department of Education and Early Childhood Development is the leader in ensuring equitable 
opportunities for lifelong learning” (from http://www.gov.pe.ca/education/dg.inc.php3), and

WHEREAS the learning opportunities in all rural and urban schools in Prince Edward Island are not 
equitable, and 

WHEREAS Home and School Associations should not have to fund raise for items that are funded for 
some schools and not for others such as resource materials, technology equipment and physical 
education equipment; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the PEIHSF request that the P.E.I. Department of Education and 
Early Childhood Development ensure all schools are equitable in all areas of school life.

DESTINATION: ! Department of Education and Early Childhood Development 
! ! ! School Boards 

MOTION: To approve Resolution 8/2012. Moved by Linda Craig. Seconded by Marcella 
Byrne. MOTION CARRIED. (43 IN FAVOUR, 21 OPPOSED, 3 ABSTAINED)



Review of Policy
Owen Parkhouse presented to proposed “Policy Review 2012” enclosed in the Book of 
Reports:

The PEIHSF board recommends that the following 7 (seven) Policy Statements be removed from the 
Policy Manual and placed in the archives.   

Federation Policy statements, 5 years or older, are brought forward for review on an annual basis.  
Revisions are presented to the AGM for approval by the membership.  Changes may include reaffirming, 
rewording, deleting and/or tabling for research, where needed.  

The board recommends that the following 7 (seven) Policy Statements be deleted from the current Policy 
Manual (Adopted April 16 /11) and placed in the archives. 

I ALCOHOL AND DRUGS
1. Raising the drinking age to 21. (9/86) (R/97) (R/02)

II CURRICULUM
9. Development of science programs that give instruction on both Creation and Evolution theories or to 
eliminate the teaching of the theory of evolution from PEI’s education system and to recognize that you 
should not teach one theory without the other. (2/2000)

IV EDUCATION
5. Urge the government to maintain and preserve the grades 7, 8, 9 at intermediate schools across PEI, 
and that amalgamation of these levels into the Elementary and Senior High Schools not be an acceptable 
option. (1/05)

IV EDUCATION
7. Support of the three regional school boards and strong opposition to the formation of one single 
provincial school board. (5a/93) (R/98) (R/03)

VII  MEDIA
2. That the C.R.T.C. remove afternoon and early evening programs and rock videos containing violence 
from these time slots. (13b/85) (R/97) (R/02)

3. Requesting CBC to review programming asking for the “Simpsons” be taken off the air and replaced by 
an educational program. (9/95) (R/01)

VIII  PRE-SCHOOL EDUCATION,  KINDERGARTEN AND SCHOOL ENTRANCE AGE/
REQUIREMENTS
2. Requesting the Department of Education to take the necessary steps to develop and implement a 
publicly funded school-based full-day kindergarten program within PEI’s education system by the year 
2010. (1/08)

MOTION: That the 7 (seven) Policy Statements presented be removed from the Policy 
Manual and placed in the archives approve. Moved by Owen Parkhouse. Seconded by 
Paul Wilkie. MOTION CARRIED. 

Nominating Committee 
Chair of the Nominating Committee Bill Whelan presented the report of the committee, 
putting forward the following nominations for vacant positions on the PEIHSF board:



President:! ! Pam Montgomery
Vice-President: ! Lisa Geldert
Region 1 Director:! Ken Williams
Region 2 Director:! Joanna Stewart
Region 3 Director:! Lee Gauthier
Region 4 Director:! Karla Thompson
Region 4 Director:! Michael Pendergast

Nominations from the floor were invited three times; none were received. Bill Whelan 
declared the nomination process closed.

MOTION: That the candidates presented to fill the vacant positions on the PEIHSF be 
confirmed as presented. Moved by Bill Whelan. Seconded by Paul Wilkie. MOTION 
CARRIED. 

The 2012-2013 PEIHSF Board of Directors and Executive will thus consist of:
EXECUTIVE/BOARD POSITIONS
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
Executive! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Term Expires

President! ! ! Pam Montgomery ! ! ! 2014 (Two year term)
Past-President! ! Owen Parkhouse! ! ! 2014 (Two year term)
Vice President!! ! Lisa Geldert!  ! ! ! 2014 (Two year term)
Treasurer! ! ! Sue Petit! ! ! ! 2013 (Two year term)
Secretary ! ! ! Peter Rukavina! ! ! 2013 (Two year term)

Regional Directors

Region 1   ! ! ! Ken Williams! ! ! ! 2014 (Two year term)
Region 1! ! ! Raeann Kinch!! ! ! 2013 (Two year term)
Region 2 ! ! ! Joanna Stewart! ! ! 2014 (Two year term)
Region 2! ! ! To be appointed by the board!! 2013 (One year term)
Region 3! ! ! Shelley Muzika! ! ! 2013 (Two year term)
Region 3! ! ! Lee Gauthier! ! ! ! 2014 (Two year term)
Region 4! ! ! Karla Thompson ! ! ! 2013 (Two year term)
Region 4! ! ! Michael Pendergast! ! ! 2014 (One year term)

PEIHSF board was inducted by Marion Murphy. Owen Parkhouse declared the regular 
business portion of the meeting concluded; Lisa Geldert moved for adjournment.


