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As part our our Annual General Meeting, the PEI Home and School Federation held a 
Leaders Debate on Education on April 11, 2015 from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. with the 
leaders of the Green, Liberal, NDP and PC parties on hand to respond to questions 
from our member parents, guardians, teachers, administrators and staff.
The questions for the debate were developed collaboratively by PEI Home and School 
Federation members the same morning: delegates to our Annual Meeting self-organized 
into 10 groups of parents, guardians, teachers, administrators and staff, and worked 
together over an hour to come up with three questions per group. 
Those questions were collected by the Debate Committee and winnowed to 11 
questions, reflecting a diversity of issues.  The questions were known only to the 
Debate Committee and to the moderator; they were as follows:
1. Do you support the election of school board trustees to the English Language 

School Board?
2. What qualities will you look for in your key leadership positions: the Minister and 

Deputy Minister of Education?
3. We heard this morning about a group in Nova Scotia that includes unions, home & 

school, schools boards and the department that works collaboratively to develop a 
unified, cohesive plan for education. Would you commit to establishment of a similar 
group on PEI?

4. The current commitment is to outfit all Island schools with wifi in 4 to 5 years. Is this 
soon enough?

5. How do you propose to address the current inequities across the province with 
respect to French education?

6. This morning the Home and School Federation passed a resolution calling for the 
establishment of a province-wide school lunch program. Will you commit to working 
with home and school to move this issue forward?

7. The School Act establishes free school privileges for all students. Yet there are an 
increasing number of student fees, sports fees, and obligations to fundraise. What 
will you do to return PEI to being a leader in the provision of free, equitable 
education?

8. There are many important services that are offered outside the classroom by 
professionals: psychologists, occupational therapists, speech pathologists. These 
services have long waiting lists. How will you address this?

9. What is you position on the role of standardized testing in the education system?
10. Our classrooms are larger and more complex than they have ever been. The school 

board tell us “there's no gas left in the tank” for staffing, and teaching positions 
continue to be cut. Will you commit to returning our schools to adequate staffing to 
ensure well-resourced, inclusive classrooms?

11. Our schools range in size from 60 students to more than 1000. Do your plans 
include possible school closures in the future?  



Peter Rukavina: It’s three-oh-one. We keep things on time at Home and School so 
thank you very much. Good afternoon and welcome to our leaders 
debate on education. My name is Peter Rukavina. I’m President of 
the PEI Home and School Federation. 

 Our organization represents local home and schools in fifty-three 
elementary, intermediate and high schools from Tignish to Souris. 
We’re a collaborative body of some forty thousand parents, 
guardians, teachers, administrators and staff who meet locally and 
cooperate provincially to advance the total well-being of every 
Island child. 

 This debate falls on the afternoon of our sixty-second annual 
general meeting and comes at the end of a day of very vigorous 
discussion of public education amongst our members and our 
partners in education. Indeed the questions for this debate were 
developed collaboratively this morning by our members. You can 
identify our members because we’re the people in the room who 
have name tags on. 

 I’d like to welcome the leaders of the political parties running 
candidates in the May 4 provincial general election in alphabetical 
order by last name. They are: Peter Bevan-Baker from the Green 
Party, Rob Lantz from the PC Party, the Honourable H. Wade 
MacLauchlan from the Liberal Party and Mike Redmond from the 
NDP. I’d ask you to give them a round of applause. 

 We are tight for time today so with that I ask that you hold your 
applause until the very end of the debate. Time is of the essence.   

 We’ve invited the leaders here today seeking their views on a 
variety of issues in public education. Perhaps more so than any 
other domain, education only works when undertaken in a 
collaborative, positive spirit and we’re confident that spirit will 
carry the debate today. 

 Our moderator today is former PEI Home and School Federation 
President, Marion Murphy. Our timekeeper is Heather Mullen, our 
Regional Director for the Morell Family of Schools.  

 Our debate will proceed as follows: Each leader will have two 
minutes to make an opening statement. Following opening 
statements the moderator will address questions to the leaders. 
Each leader will be given one minute to respond to each question. 
At the conclusion of the debate, each leader will have a two 
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minute closing statement. Our timekeeper, Heather, will stand up 
or hold up a card thirty seconds before the speaking time is up for 
each statement and question and will stand up at the end of each 
question.  

 The speaking order for the opening statements was determined by 
random draw just a moment ago. The speaking order for the 
closing statements will be the reverse of that. The order of 
answering the questions will go alphabetically and will rotate 
through the leaders so each has an opportunity to answer 
questions first. 

 With that, I thank you all for coming. I encourage you to engage 
your local candidates in a lively discussion of public education 
and I cede the floor to our moderator. 

Marion Murphy: Good afternoon, everyone. Welcome and thank you all for 
coming. To the participants and those who have come to listen, we 
appreciate this time on behalf of the education of our children and 
PEI. 

 This morning we talked a great deal about the importance of 
parent-teacher and child. You folks, in whatever role you end up 
playing at the end of the election can play a great deal in 
enhancing the education of our children and our youth and even 
our adults. We’re pleased that you all agreed to come and to be a 
part of this debate. 

 The order in which you will give your two minute introduction, 
we will start with Peter and then Mike and then Wade and then 
Rob. When the debate is finished we will go in reverse order. 

 When it comes to answering the questions the first time, Peter will 
start and then you’ll just follow along. The second question Rob 
will start and you’ll just follow along. The third question, Wade 
and so on, and the fourth question, Mike and so on. 

 In case anybody is wondering why I’m calling them by first name, 
I asked their permission what they would wish. 

 We shall begin with Peter. Your time starts now, Peter; two 
minutes opening remarks. 

Peter Bevan-Baker: Thanks Marion, and welcome everybody. It’s lovely to be here. 
One of the many lovely things about running as a candidate in an 
election is that you get to meet all sorts of interesting individuals 
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and interesting groups. One thing has struck me over the last few 
weeks as we’ve been campaigning hard is the depth and the 
breadth of wisdom that’s out there in our communities. 

 When you run as a candidate, it’s very easy to look at the political 
process as a top-down process. That’s not the way it has to be. 
There is tremendous wisdom and tremendous genius in our 
communities. That’s reflected and celebrated in one of the Green 
Party pillars which is active citizenship and self-determination, 
not belief that there is a greater wisdom; there is greater good in 
the community than there is above. 

 One of the primary goals of government should be to allow that to 
be expressed, to allow that collective genius to be expressed. I 
saw it no more than in the documents that were sent to us by the 
Home and School Federation; wonderful group of people with 
some great ideas. A couple of the talking points I picked out. 

 The first one, are standardized tests helpful? Are they even 
understandable? Grade levels are a myth. Social education, 
citizenship and soft skills can be missed when we have a focus on 
analytics. Students not having sufficient food is a big problem 
because poorly nourished kids don’t learn well.  

Marion Murphy: Keep it up. 
Peter Bevan-Baker: Class composition is a challenge, not just class size but class 

composition is a challenge. How do we meet the individual needs 
of every student?  

 There were dozens of really great ideas in there but I was left 
thinking the Federation does not want to pick away at the edges of 
education. They want to actually challenge the foundations upon 
which- 

Marion Murphy: Thank you. 
Mike Redmond: That’s not a lot of time. 
Marion Murphy: Mike, we’re ready for your two minutes. 
Mike Redmond: Boy, that’s tough room so I’ll be brief. As a father of three and as 

someone who comes from an education background with my 
father and my brother, it’s a tremendous opportunity today to 
listen to the other leaders, also engage in dialog. 

 We had the wonderful opportunity in 2014 to hold an education 
forum in Summerside. We got the chance to listen to community 
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members, people within the education department and really look 
at things like lack of strategic plan, the lack of collaboration 
among teachers, an island that has not addressed its child poverty 
issues and those are significant, physical activity. 

 I really believe, and we at the NDP believe, that to address 
education is to hold those things like art and music and physical 
activity and attrition as a huge component in allowing children the 
opportunity to get a proper education. 

 I’m looking forward to today and looking forward to listening to 
the other leaders and hearing some of the questions. Thank you 
very much. 

Marion Murphy: Record time, Mike. Thank you. 
Mike Redmond: Straight to the point. 
Marion Murphy: Wade. 
Wade MacLauchlan: Thank you, Marion and thank you for the invitation to join the 

Home and School Federation and for putting on this event. 
 As you know, I’ve spent most of my career in education at post-

secondary level and I firmly believe that education is the 
foundation of our society and of our future. 

 Preparing for today, I took a look at the annual reports of the 
various Home and School Associations that were in your materials 
and about half of the web sites of the schools throughout the 
province. It’s really impressive to see what’s being done in the 
schools and in the collaboration with the Home and School 
Associations in the various schools to enable our students to do 
well, to put on programs that wouldn’t otherwise be put on and to 
constantly strive to do better.  

 That’s really the key to all education is strive for excellence, to 
always want to do better, to emphasis student learning and 
achievement and to make all of our decisions and to devote all of 
our collaboration and resources toward that end. I think that’s 
really the key to what we’re doing out here today and what is so 
important to acknowledge as we look at some of the points where 
we may feel that we’re more challenged in education is to never 
lose sight of the work that is being done by teachers and by 
schools and by the Home and School Federation and Associations 
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in the various schools to offer an excellent educational system in 
our province.  

 We’ve had terrific achievements notably recently in early learning 
and we’ve been making headway through the rest of the system 
and we always have to strive to do better. That’s why I look 
forward to being one of the main results of this discussion today. 
Thank you. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you, Wade. Now Rob, you have your turn. 
Rob Lantz: Thank you very much. Thank you to the Home and School for 

hosting this today. My family roots run deep in the Home and 
School movement on Prince Edward Island. My grandmother, 
Mrs. Dorothy Lantz, was involved in the School Improvement 
League and she was the second president of the Home and School 
Federation from Fifty-five to Fifty-seven. She’d be very proud of 
me being here today to take part in this discussion. 

 As a father of two young boys, I understand the challenges of 
personally staying engaged with the education of my children. We 
all live very busy lives; we hardly have time to think sometimes, 
particularly this past week for me. As a parent I sometimes feel 
guilty that I’m not involved more. I know it’s a challenge. It’s not 
just a challenge for us as parents. It’s a challenge for the Home 
and School Associations. I know that they’re struggling with ways 
to further engage parents in the education of their children. I know 
that from conversations with people involved. I know that from 
the material I’ve reviewed. 

 My wife and I are constantly struggling. As government we need 
to strive to raise the bar in education. My grandmother understood 
that the importance of the school/home community relationship. I 
fully understand it. Our challenge is how to strengthen that 
relationship moving forward because we all have the best interests 
of our children in mind and the future of this province. Thank you 
very much. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you, each and every one of you. Now I will read the first 
question. These questions were collated from all of the people 
who were here this morning. They sat at their tables and they 
spent forty-five minutes writing questions that they wish to give 
to you. Those were collated and made into a simple draft question. 
You will each answer the question. You have only one minute to 
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answer these. We have quite a lot of questions that we want to get 
to. I’ll let you know that all of the questions that are asked are 
now in the hands of the Federation and they will be coming 
forward to you one way or another over the next months and 
years. We need to thank all of the people who were here this 
morning to formulate those questions. 

 We will be starting with Peter and just going down the line. The 
question is do you support the election of school board trustees in 
the English Language School Board? 

Peter Bevan-Baker: Yes. 
Mike Redmond: Should I go? 
Peter Bevan-Baker: If you give me the extra fifty-nine seconds on my opening 

remarks it’d be just fine. 
 I think in all seriousness that one of the critical elements that’s 

missing from our education system is more involvement of 
parents in the system and an elected school board would certainly 
do that. 

 I would love to see also students, oh my gosh! Oh, that’s thirty 
seconds, right? 

Marion Murphy: Yes. 
Peter Bevan-Baker: I thought I was getting cut off already. 
Marion Murphy: No. 
Peter Bevan-Baker: I would also love to see students elected to school boards. I think 

every school should have its own advisory council. Yes, the 
English Language School Board should be elected but I think we 
should go much further than that and each family of schools 
should have its own elected board. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you. Now we go on to Rob. I will repeat the question. Do 
you support the election of school board trustees in the English 
Language School Board? 

Rob Lantz: Yes, and I agree with much of what Peter just said. The challenge 
is to increase the participation. We need to align the school board 
elections with municipal elections, provincial elections; 
whichever works best. 

 That is a constant challenge when you’re running any electoral 
processes is to engage people and drive the participation. That 
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needs to be looked at. The election of school boards, I think, is 
absolutely mandatory to engage the community. 

 I would say that I believe we should reserve a position on the 
elected school boards for the Home and School Federation to 
strengthen that relationship. I would go so far as to say that the 
school board itself and the Home and School Federation need to 
have a stronger relationship and perhaps a dedicated employee of 
the board. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you. Now Wade. I will repeat the question. 
Wade MacLauchlan: I hear the question. 
Marion Murphy: Do you support the election of school board trustees in the 

English Language School Board? Your time starts now. 
Wade MacLauchlan: Yes, and then I think we have to look for ways to supplement 

those elected trustees in particular where we have concerns about 
participation which we have had in the past. 

 One of the things that’s been, I think, done quite effectively in 
Alberta and New Brunswick and that we’ve moved forward 
earlier this week in the case of health, is to look for district 
advisory groups who can bring perspective and input and where 
that might indeed line up with the families of schools. 

 I think we should also be looking for ways that we can 
supplement the elected trustees with others who can bring 
expertise, an example being students, and there may well be 
others who can strengthen the overall governance. That’s the point 
of a school board. It’s got to be about governance, not about 
operations. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you, Wade. Now Mike. I will repeat the question. I won’t 
repeat them all as we go along but I just want to be fair in the first 
one. 

Mike Redmond: Sure. 
Marion Murphy: Do you support the election of school board trustees in the 

English Language School Board? Your time starts now. 
Mike Redmond: Yes, we do. Actually we advocated very strongly in the last couple 

years to attach the school board elections with municipal elections 
because obviously the voter turnout for municipal elections is 
lower than a provincial election. We thought it would help 
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increase the visibility and the opportunity for people to step up. 
Absolutely. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you. We will go on to the second question. This time Rob 
will start and you’ll just go down the line. The second question is 
this: What qualities will you look for in your key leadership 
positions; i.e. the minister and deputy minister of education. Rob. 

Rob Lantz: Look for the qualities of an individual who’s willing to look at 
new ideas, fresh thinking. To look at new ways of doing things 
and willing to take risks; someone who will engage with the 
education community. I know the ideas are out there. Frankly, I’m 
interested in someone who is not married to the status quo. I think 
that there is a lot of room for improvement in our education 
system and I know the solutions to raise that bar and to improve 
outcomes are out there. We need to listen. We need to act. It’s as 
simple as that. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you, Rob. Now Wade. 
Wade MacLauchlan: I think the real key in leadership education and elsewhere is 

capacity to listen and to learn and from that to then take decisions 
and to work with others in a collaborative way to implement 
them. A key part of that is what I call emotional intelligence. I 
think that particularly the case when it comes to education. 

 Finally, I think it’s highly desirable that there be people in these 
positions who have direct knowledge and experience with the 
educational system. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you. To you now, Mike. 
Mike Redmond: Obviously, I think if somebody has a teaching background is 

central in understanding small communities and rural 
communities. Those communities, the education system is 
represented. Comes with fresh ideas; looks at ideas and best 
practices around the world like the Finnish School model, but also 
understands that there’s a real need for collaboration. 

 Somebody that can see the fact that we need our health and our 
education justice system all working together in social services, 
that there’s real dynamics within the education system that need to 
be addressed. That’s somebody I would look for. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you. Peter. 
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Peter Bevan-Baker: I first want to endorse all the ideas I’ve just heard. I think we 
don’t do enough of that, actually. We spend too much time 
fighting at each other’s throats and when you hear good ideas, I 
think it’s important that we acknowledge that. I didn’t hear 
anything there that I have a problem with. I think we need 
courageous leaders. I think we need leaders who are daring and 
willing to look outside the box. 

 There are new models in education. The industrial model of 
education is being challenged everywhere around the world. Some 
very innovative things are being done particularly in Scandinavian 
countries where they recognize, I think, far more than we do here, 
that education is not just about educating you from the eyebrows 
up. It’s about educating the whole child; emotionally, spiritually, 
physically, as well as academically. 

 I would like somebody in those positions who is open-minded 
enough, courageous enough, to recognize that and be willing to 
look at new models of education, new ways of helping children be 
the best they can be. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you. This round, Wade, you will begin. The question is 
this: We heard this morning about a group in Nova Scotia that 
includes unions, Home and School, school boards, and the 
department that work collaboratively to develop a unified 
cohesive plan for education. Would you commit to the 
establishment of a similar group on PEI? That was unions, Home 
and School, school boards and the department to work 
collaboratively to develop a unified cohesive plan for education. 
Would you commit? 

Wade MacLauchlan: That sounds to me a lot like the make-up that we might have in 
mind for these district advisory boards that I had in mind. You 
have to really think about how a group like that is going to then 
input into the overall governance of the system. I think it’s 
fantastic for a group like that would collaborate. I would add to it 
students. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you. We go on to Mike. 
Mike Redmond: I was waiting for the question. No, I’m just joking. Sorry. Dry 

humour there. Yes, but I’d add to that as well. You know what? I 
think when you want to know what’s going on in our schools, we 
need to engage our teachers. Our teachers know what’s 
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happening. If I want to know how our kids are doing, I’m going to 
ask the teachers. I have great relationships in my own business 
with teachers, and we really work hard to identify those kids that 
have special needs, if you would, and challenges. 

 Yes, it’s a great idea and collaboration’s always a wonderful tool, 
but it has to involve our teachers. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you, Mike. Peter? 
Peter Bevan-Baker: This perhaps allows me to finish the statement I was hoping to 

make in my opening remarks where I said that there is a greater 
knowledge. There is a greater wisdom in the collective than there 
is when things come from above, when things are brought from 
upper levels of management. Using a collaborative approach like 
this where we do involve the unions and all of the other people, to 
establish ideas about how education will work. I think if you bring 
in a diversity of opinions and ideas, inevitably you will end up 
with a richer education system. I think it’s a wonderful idea and 
definitely something that the Greens would implement. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you, Peter. Now Rob. Do you want the question? 
Rob Lantz: No. It’s all right. It’s hard to say anything novel when you go last. 

I think working collaboratively should be a given when you have 
a group of stakeholders. It shouldn’t be forced upon them. It 
should be something that happens naturally. 

 There was a suggestion that we need to supplement our elected 
boards. I think that there’s trust issues in government in allowing 
elected boards to run education in this province. I wonder if that’s 
intended to provide direction or guidance. We need trust, we need 
collaboration in running our education system. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you. The next question is for Mike to begin with so you’ll 
have no trouble remembering this one, will you, see? It’s shorter, 
too. The current commitment is to outfit all Island schools with 
Wi-Fi in four to five years. Is this soon enough? 

Mike Redmond: I’ll tell you what, I don’t have Wi-Fi where I live and it doesn’t 
work very well. The problem is the Wi-Fi across the Island by the 
previous liberal government has not worked. 

 It’s very, very important that we give our teachers and our 
classrooms and our education system the best possible 
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advantages. The Internet is obviously a very, very useful tool. It’s 
something that we need to change. 

 We actually have wonderful, wonderful small Internet companies 
across PEI that could do the job. We need to reach out, work with 
those businesses and let’s get the job done. It has to happen 
sooner. 

Marion Murphy: Peter? 
Peter Bevan-Baker: Improved access to the Internet is critical, not only for schools but 

for all of rural development on Prince Edward Island. Right in our 
platform, we talk about enhancing high speed Internet to make 
sure that every community on Prince Edward Island has that. 

 So many businesses these days are not location dependent 
anymore; there are lots of things that can be done and in the 
school specifically. One of the arguments made for closing down 
all of the small schools which is process that’s been going on on 
PEI for forty years or more is that it was difficult for those schools 
to get the information, the knowledge, the resources that they 
required. 

 With the Internet now available everywhere, access to that sort of 
stuff is universal. One of the main arguments for closing down the 
small schools has disappeared. I actually envision a reversal of 
that process of putting more schools back in our rural 
communities, to revitalize them and bring back repopulation to 
rural PEI which is a critical part of our development, I believe, as 
we go forward. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you, Peter. Rob? 
Rob Lantz: I would agree with Peter. I’ve announced a moratorium on school 

closures because I strongly believe they are a vital part of any 
small community and losing them is fatal to our rural 
communities. 

 If it’s not already gone out, there will be shortly after this debate a 
press release from my party stating our position on Wi-Fi in 
schools. It’s a project we’ll get to in the first year of my new 
government. I’m committed to that. I come from the technology 
sector. I understand the importance. 

 I congratulate Peter Rukavina from the Home and School 
Federation for his pilot project at the Prince Street School where 
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he demonstrated through his own hard work the possibilities and 
the utility of Wi-Fi in our schools. He’s been a champion of this 
and I want to congratulate him for moving it forward. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you, Rob, and Wade? 
Wade MacLauchlan: Marion, there was a commitment made in the capital budget last 

fall to move forward with Wi-Fi in schools. Precisely, to answer 
your question, I would commit to speeding up that process and to 
having Wi-Fi in all of our schools within eighteen months. That’s 
to say by the end of calendar 2016 and to providing the funds in 
our capital budget for that to be so. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you. We’re on to question five and this time Rob will start 
answering. The question is: How do you propose to address the 
current inequities across the province with respect to French 
education? 

Rob Lantz: I did twelve years of French Immersion. My son is in grade seven. 
He’s starting in late immersion. I know that there are challenges 
educating our children in both effectual languages.  

 I had a meeting in Summerside recently about this very issue. It 
relates to the issues that we have with class composition and 
opportunity. It relates to our issues with income security. I think 
we have to have a hard look in New Brunswick, one of only two 
bilingual provinces in this country, they’ve had a hard look at how 
they educate in both official languages. I think we have lessons to 
learn from them. 

 I have some mixed feelings about my education in French 
immersion. I think it has advantages for me and disadvantages; 
something I need to explore further. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you. I see I made a mistake. I was supposed to ask Peter to 
start that. Are you okay to go now, Peter? 

Peter Bevan-Baker: Yeah, sure.  
Marion Murphy: Don’t hold it against me forever. 
Peter Bevan-Baker: Next time you’re in my dental chair, Marion. I grew up in 

Scotland where bilingualism is not a big deal; however, my 
children were all born in Canada and speak much better French 
than I do. I have a very rudimentary grasp on French. I’m really 
glad they do. 
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 As far as the inequities are concerned, I’m not sure if you were 
talking about funding or access, or. . . Wasn’t quite sure. 

Marion Murphy: It just says current inequities. 
Peter Bevan-Baker: I’m afraid I’m probably not well versed enough to answer that 

question except that I absolutely value the opportunity for our 
children here to be able to learn French in the schools, something 
I wish I had had and I think we need to hang onto. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you. Wade? 
Wade MacLauchlan: It is a loaded question, current inequities, to know just what that’s 

getting at, but let me say the French and English learning and 
educational arrangements we have derived from our constitution 
and those terms of the constitution were put in place to respond to 
a couple of centuries of inequities. I think we all have to recognize 
that. 

 Frankly, anytime we have diversity, to find every way possible to 
make the most out of it and not to see it as a problem or an 
inequity. I might say I was interested to read the notes of the 
Prince Street Home and School Association and see that those 
meetings are translated into Nepalese.  

Marion Murphy: Thank you. Mike? 
Mike Redmond: I think if you’re going to talk about inequities, you talk about 

across the board, so is in education in Georgetown the same as an 
education in West Kent? I’m not sure it is. Are kids exposed to the 
same opportunities in music, in French, in art, in dance? 

 I think that our kids, we need a real strong look at what we’re 
doing in terms of education. We need to take a holistic approach 
to education and that’s the whole child and Peter mentioned it 
before. It’s something that needs to be addressed. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you. Number six: This morning the Home and School 
Federation passed a resolution calling for the establishment of a 
province-wide school lunch program. Will you commit to working 
with Home and School to move this issue forward? You may 
go. . . 

Rob Lantz: Who’s first? 
Marion Murphy: It’s arguable, but you’ve got a chance to go first, Rob. Maybe I’ll 

let Peter go and then we’ll get back on track. Is that okay? 
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Rob Lantz: Sure. Absolutely. 
Marion Murphy: Okay. 
Peter Bevan-Baker: My counterpart in New Brunswick, the leader of the Green Party 

there, David Coon, who was elected in the most recent provincial 
election, the first bill that he brought to the legislature in New 
Brunswick was a local food security act. Part of that involves 
institutional buying in schools so that schools could have access 
to locally produced healthy food. That is absolutely the first bill 
that I will bring to the House of the legislature if I am elected on 
May the fourth. 

 Providing healthy food for every single Island child is a critical 
part of their education. I said in my opening remarks that 
undernourished children just do not learn as well as others. 
Providing a nutritional lunch as part of that local food security act 
would be the first thing that I would do as a Green Party member. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you. Rob? 
Rob Lantz: I think we should certainly look at expanding on the food 

offerings in our schools now and moving towards a formal lunch 
program in schools. I would echo what Peter says. I have a big 
interest in dietary issues. I’ve solved some of my own health 
problems through dietary changes. I think that our Canada’s food 
guide has got everything just about backwards. The issues we 
have with obesity are caused primarily by a high carbohydrates 
sugar diet. 

 It’s difficult to get kids to eat well in school if they don’t have a 
foundation of eating well at home. Those are all challenges of 
creating a program like this. Of course, it’s vital to learning so 
absolutely we need to move in that direction. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you, Rob. Wade? 
Wade MacLauchlan: Yes, Marion, I’d be prepared to commit to collaborate on this. I 

think when one responds to this you always have to remember 
we’re the leaders of a political party. There’s a school board, there 
are teachers, there are Home and School Associations that already 
have breakfast and lunch programs. I think government has to find 
its place, that it doesn’t interfere with or take away from those 
existing efforts, but to build on them. 
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 Government’s part might be best to buy local produce and find a 
way to make that available to supplement and to make stronger 
the existing meal programs, both breakfast and lunch, which I 
think are very admirable and have come about through the efforts 
of volunteers and schools and teachers volunteering their time. We 
don’t want to take away from that. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you. Mike? 
Mike Redmond: What I will say to start is it’s great to have the breakfast and lunch 

programs that we have that exists today, but they’re a charitable 
model. We need to look at government holding its responsibility. 
We have five thousand children in this province living in poverty. 
That’s a shameful statistic and it has a dramatic effect on a child’s 
ability to get an education. 

 If there’s an economic impact as well, we’ve advocated a 
universal breakfast/lunch program, it will create jobs, it will feed 
our kids, it will give them more, it will allow them to go to 
college, get employed, attendance goes up. There are so many 
wonderful statistics for when you invest a dollar and what you’ll 
get in return in terms of health consequences. 

 No longer can we in a way just bring up the buy local program. 
What I will say is we better pay attention to the CETA Agreement 
when we talk about buy local. Signing off on CETA will take that 
away from us. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you. You’ve both had a first so now Wade you will be first 
this time. 

Wade MacLauchlan: You speak about that, Marion, as if it’s an advantage. That’s why 
you’re such a good teacher. 

Marion Murphy: All I can say is I try. I’d like to say at this point I make mistakes, 
too, but they’re learning experiences as well. Wade, the School 
Act establishes free school privileges for all students, yet there are 
an increasing number of student fees, sports fees and obligations 
to fundraise. What will you do to return PEI to being a leader in 
the provision of free equitable education? 

Wade MacLauchlan: I think I’m going to have to say a tough question to say I’m going 
to return to free equitable education if it means that this is all 
going to be wiped out. A lot of what we’ve been able to put in 
place has been made possible through those fees and through the 
contributions and the volunteer efforts, notably of the Home and 
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School Associations. You just have to read through those annual 
reports. For me to sit here as someone who may premier after the 
fourth of May and say I’m going to get rid of all of that doesn’t 
seem like a particularly smart thing to say. 

 I think the education system has to keep doing the best we can 
with all of the efforts and resources that we can possibly put 
toward the better education and the growth and development of 
our students. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you, Wade. Mike? 
Mike Redmond: When you looked at fees and we’ve seen how they increase and 

having children of my own, every time you turn around you’re 
paying for something new. Really, that creates an inequality of 
opportunity because not all families have that disposable income. 

 Government has to look at ways to make sure that everybody has 
a quality education and how we’re fundamentally going to get 
there. One of the ways we could do that is by getting rid of some 
of the guys like us up here. We have too many politicians in PEI, 
too many MP’s and too many senators, for sure, although one I’m 
not sure where he lives. 

 Beyond that we need to make sure that we give kids every 
opportunity and the economics around that has to cease. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you, Mike. Peter? 
Peter Bevan-Baker: It’s really a question about priorities, isn’t it? It’s what 

government believes are the most important things that it should 
provide. Surely at or near the top of the list of any government’s 
priority should be the education of the children for all kinds of 
reasons. 

 Governments everywhere waste money. We are particularly good 
at it here on Prince Edward Island. There are so many ways that 
we could run a more efficient government here which would free 
up funds to make those priorities that any government would 
choose that was in power actually become a reality. Too many of 
our critical institutions are dependent on volunteer work and 
fundraising, not just in the schools. I have too many friends who 
would be starving on the streets if there were not food banks here. 
Government needs to set priorities and take care of the most 
vulnerable. A lot of the time those are our children. 
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Marion Murphy: Thank you. Rob? 
Rob Lantz: My concern is that these things that are funded through 

fundraising and volunteerism, they exclude students and their 
families based on income and ability to participate and that it’s 
shameful. 

 We’re placing this burden on families and often that burden falls 
on teachers when they’ve got enough to worry about just 
providing quality education to our students. Is it a question of 
under-funding, and if it is, as Peter suggested, we need to get our 
priorities straight. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you. Question number eight, Mike will start this one. Mike, 
there are many important services that are offered outside the 
classroom by professionals; psychologists, occupational 
therapists, speech pathologists. These services have long waiting 
lists. How will you address this? 

Mike Redmond: We’ve often said that one of the things we would do immediately 
is remove the provincial’s assessment in terms of testing and 
provide more of those resources. We need smaller class sizes and 
we need those waiting lists to end. 

 As a family that knows how that works, it’s very, very difficult to 
have a year or two year waiting assessments with a psychologist 
to address issues around your child’s learning. We need to get to 
that right away and we need to make sure that our classrooms and 
our schools have the resources that they need to be functional. 

Peter Bevan-Baker: Perhaps an area in the education system that is more critically 
underfunded than any other is psychological services. It’s not just 
two years. Sometimes it can be three, four or five years before a 
child has access to a child psychologist. That is just unacceptable. 

 There is so much distress amongst our youth these days. A lot of 
that gets its beginning at a very young age. If that were 
intercepted, if we had enough psychologists, psychotherapists, 
just resources in the school; they don’t even have to be certifiably 
trained psychologists, just more teachers who can just be a friend 
to the kids when they need what they need, then it will get rid of 
all kinds of problems that will come down the pike later; health 
problems, law and order problems, all sorts of stuff. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you, Peter. Rob? 
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Rob Lantz: It takes years to train a child psychologist; there’s no easy fix, not 
in the short term. We need to be creative. We know that our 
existing psychologists are overloaded, overburdened. 

 I think we need to, in the short term, look to resources outside the 
school system within the private sector, within our health system 
in order to supplement what we have now. We need to, again, this 
is about priorities, people are falling through the cracks, our 
children and so we need to come up with a long-term plan and 
move forward with that in mind. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you, Rob. Wade? 
Wade MacLauchlan: On Tuesday of this week, as part of our health program, we 

announced and committed to additional resources for pre-school 
testing for autism for physiotherapy, for audiology and for speech 
language pathology. We recognize that there is a need and we 
realize that that is an issue for families and in particular for 
students. The earlier that that is addressed, the better. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you. We move on now to number nine. Number nine will 
begin with Peter. No? No. I’m mixed up again, am I? 

Peter Bevan-Baker: You’re right. 
Marion Murphy: Yes, I am right. Keep me straight. The question is what is your 

position on the role of standardized testing in the education 
system? The role of standardized testing. 

Peter Bevan-Baker: I think it plays far too prominent a role in our system. I think it 
causes teachers to teach to the tests. I think it ignores the needs of 
many children. I think it causes all sorts of problems and I think it 
has become popular in certain education circles, but it’s being 
discredited in many others. 

 Again, if we look at the Scandinavian education system, they’ve 
almost done away with standardized testing. They don’t even 
teach subjects now. They teach to topics which embrace all sorts 
of different subjects together in one. In doing so, a child learns the 
connections between math and English and memory skills and 
social skills and all of those things. I think we place far too great 
an emphasis on a small spectrum of learning and it’s not what we 
need to do. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you, Peter. Rob? 
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Rob Lantz: I suspect that you’re not going to find too much disagreement on 
this topic. I believe that there is some utility, particularly in those 
international tests where we can compare apples to apples. 

 From what I’m hearing from the community, from the teaching 
community even, is that in particular our provincial common 
assessments, that it’s just taking too much time and resources with 
the teachers and that the results are not used in any meaningful 
way. This is just about allowing our teachers to do what they do 
best, which is to focus on the students and deliver a quality 
education. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you, Rob. Wade? 
Wade MacLauchlan: Again, I think you have to be, and I’m very conscious of sitting 

here as premier saying, oh, this is I ought to do. We have a school 
system with a school board and with teachers and with a 
department and with parents and Home and School. We talked 
earlier about a collaborative approach. That question is one that is 
better considered in a collaborative way by the people who are 
directly concerned and actively delivering the system and starting 
with the teachers. 

 Of course, the tests have to be used to learn from them and 
improve what will be available and what the students will do in 
terms of their outcomes. I think we always have to be trying to get 
better. I don’t think how we can get better without finding out and 
knowing how our students are doing. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you, Wade. Mike? 
Mike Redmond: Thank you very much. I’ve had the opportunity to collaborate and 

listen to a lot of teachers and educators across the province over 
the last three years. To a person, there’s huge amounts of pressure 
being put on for testing, not only on the teachers but also on our 
students. 

 I’ll take the leadership role and say we would scrape the 
provincial assessments straight away. The best place to assess our 
students is in the classroom by a teacher. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you. We’ll move on to number ten and Rob will start this 
round. Our classrooms are larger and more complex than they 
have ever been. The school board tells us there’s no gas left in the 
tank for staffing, and teaching positions continue to be cut. Will 
you commit to returning our schools to adequate staffing to ensure 
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well-resourced inclusive classrooms? Would you like me to repeat 
that? Why don’t I for everybody? Just for everybody. Our 
classrooms are larger and more complex than they have ever been. 
The school board tells us there’s no gas left in the tank for 
staffing, and teaching positions continue to be cut. Will you 
commit to returning our schools to adequate staffing to ensure 
well-resourced inclusive classrooms? 

Rob Lantz: Yes, I will. I will commit to that. It’s unfortunate that over the past 
three years we’ve eliminated over a hundred teaching positions. 
It’s also unfortunate that in 2009 the Gar Andrew Report that 
recommended against doing that was shelved, hidden, and only 
came to light through an access to information request. 

 I’ve spoken to teachers who were absolutely exasperated by the 
size of their classes, who’ve told me they’re doing a disservice to 
their children because they cannot focus on those who need their 
attention. 

 It’s just fundamentally a system that’s broken where teachers 
cannot deliver the quality education that they deserve to and that 
our children deserve. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you. Wade? 
Wade MacLauchlan: The question of class size and composition is really at the heart of 

school administration. We have a lot of diversity and a lot of 
variation across the province in terms of the number and the 
composition of classes. Overall, the number of educators per 
student has been rising because our student’s population has 
declined from about twenty-five thousand to twenty thousand in 
the space of twelve or thirteen years. 

 I think we have to be always cognizant of the fact that we have 
and will still continue to face declining enrolments and we have to 
make the best use we have of the resources and of the teaching 
resources that we have. 

 My commitment would be to put all of the resources that we 
possibly can toward front line services. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you. Mike? 
Mike Redmond: We’ve simply, and Rob put it correctly, that we’re cutting those 

teachers. We had an opportunity to address class composition 
we’ve cut EAs. Anybody that’s in any kind of educational field 

Page �  of �20 30



realizes the challenges in the classroom are great. We simply need 
to get back to a form that allows our children to learn. 

 Just last week I was in a classroom talking with students. There 
was thirty-one, thirty-two students in the class. There is absolutely 
no way that the teacher can adequately teach those children. It’s 
something that needs to be addressed and it needs to be addressed 
today. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you. Peter? 
Peter Bevan-Baker: I was speaking to somebody in the hall just before we came in for 

this debate and they said you have a minute to answer your 
questions. There’s just no way. This is such a complicated, 
incredibly convoluted question to imagine that we can deal with 
the complexity of a classroom, not just the size of the students but 
the diversity of range and of needs and of skills of those students. 
For me to answer how we would do that in a minute is impossible, 
except to say that I think we have to move back to a system where 
we don’t have twenty-five or thirty kids all of the same age in the 
same class being fed information by a teacher. 

 In the small schools that we used to have, the grade eight kids 
would teach the grade one kids. Can you imagine the relationships 
that would develop, the skills that would develop, the empathy 
that would be developed in that. We’ve lost all that. It’s a huge 
question. I just can’t answer it in one minute except to say we 
need to do some big changes. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you. I might say that the reason we gave you two minutes 
and one minute is because we realized you’re very busy people 
and we did not want to tie you up. Some of your answers are 
pretty short; you don’t need more than that time. These are all 
questions for the future, not just for today. They’re things for you 
to be thinking about and so on. 

 Question number eleven, and this is the final question that has 
been given to me. There’s another message here for me. Wade will 
begin this. Our schools range in size from sixty students to more 
than one thousand. Do your plans include possible school closures 
in the future? 

Wade MacLauchlan: Let me say we started out by speaking about school boards and 
the responsibility and authority that they would have. When those 
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school boards are in place then they have authority what a premier 
says here today shouldn’t be tying their hands. 

 The second part, we’ve just talked about class sizes and 
composition which is very much tied up in the point that’s being 
made about the numbers of students in schools and the diversity 
and range of students in schools, not just between urban and rural 
but within certain of their larger built up areas. 

 I’m not going to say that my plans are to close schools. My plans 
would be to have a school system that is based on evidence, that is 
based on collaboration, that is based on effective governance 
systems. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you. Mike? 
Mike Redmond: That’s a great question. We need a long-term vision on Prince 

Edward Island. Our major industries, tourism, agriculture and 
fisheries all exist in rural areas and so we need a rural approach to 
schools as well. 

 We had an opportunity to populate our rural communities with the 
Provincial Nominee Program and we did not. We used that money 
in inefficient ways and people filled their pockets as opposed to 
looking at rural communities and putting people in those 
communities for workforces, for also for education and building 
families.  

 I will tell you today and it will be a commitment from the NDP, 
we would look to revitalizing our communities, rebuilding our 
rural communities and that’s a big part of Prince Edward Island. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you. Peter? 
Peter Bevan-Baker: Here, here, Mike. We talk often of the quality of life that we have 

here on Prince Edward Island and indeed it is a special place. If 
we want to promise that quality of life that we all want and 
believe we have here, we have to develop quality of place.  

 There are too many rural communities which have withered over 
the last twenty, thirty, forty years and they’ve withered because 
things like schools, doctors, churches, stores in the community 
have disappeared; those sorts of vital services that keep a 
community together, the glue that holds a community together has 
gone.  
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 Would we close further, rural schools? Absolutely not. I 
mentioned earlier, I think we actually have to reverse the tide. 
Obviously that’s not something that can be done quickly or easily, 
but repopulating rural communities will bring back young 
families. It will bring back a need for small schools in our rural 
communities and almost naturally that process will be reversed. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you. Rob? 
Rob Lantz: Here I wish I had more than a minute, but I have announced a 

moratorium in school closures and that will stay in place at least 
until we have elected school boards and then I would hope that 
they would decide to keep our schools open. 

 People have been sounding the alarm bells on this issue for forty 
years and I do agree that you close the schools and the people 
follow. It’s the death nail to our rural communities. We need to do 
everything possible to keep them open to keep these rural 
communities vital. 

 The demographic tide comes and goes. It comes in, it goes out. 
The school that my children went to was almost closed fifteen 
years ago but the neighbourhood has turned over, enrolment has 
risen. We need to give communities the chance for that to happen 
in their own communities rather than pull the rug out when 
they’re at the bottom of their demographic cycle. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you, Rob. Now, that ends the formal questions that were 
passed to me. We are not opening the floor to the public. This is 
not what our intention is. You were very quick to respond or else I 
was very quick to ask the questions and so we still have some 
time. 

 I’m going to make an executive decision right here that instead of 
two minutes to close, we’ll give you four. Would you like four? 
Would you like five? That will give you an opportunity to some of 
the ones who had more things they wanted to say, to say what you 
wanted to say. Once again, the mic will be cut off at the end of 
that time. Do you all agree to that, by the way? 

Peter Bevan-Baker: Sure. 
Marion Murphy: Is that okay? 
Rob Lantz: You’re the boss. 
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Marion Murphy: You’re okay? You’ve got lots of time now to sum up what you 
didn’t get a chance to sum up either in the beginning or as we 
went along. Now, we go in the reverse order and I have it right 
here. Me saying that gave you, Rob, a chance to get your breath 
again and away you go, Rob. You’re first. 

Rob Lantz: I don’t think I’ll require four or five minutes but let me just say 
again thank you for having us here today. 

 It has been a challenge to prepare for any of the debates. We’re 
running flat out and we’re out there listening to people. Rather 
than speaking to you, as we are in this format here, I am still very 
much in the listening phase and learning about your challenges, 
your issues in many areas of Prince Edward Island. It’s very 
enjoyable and it gives me hope for the future. 

 As far as education goes, my kids are entering their formative 
years. I’m fortunate that they’re doing very well in their 
education. In fact, when I meet with their teachers, I’m often 
asking them to challenge them more because I felt as a good 
student throughout my early learning, I felt that I wasn’t 
challenged. I feel that that was a disadvantage. I feel that it was a 
disservice in some ways to me. I breezed through school and there 
wasn’t the opportunity for those challenges. I feel in some ways it 
held me back just as in some ways I know there was advantages 
and disadvantages to my French immersion education. 

 My youngest son plays chess and it’s been such a wonderful 
learning opportunity for him. I understand in Quebec that they’ve 
integrated it right into their curriculum, into their schools. It’s 
such an opportunity for him to learn logic skills and spatial 
development and decision-making and strategy. 

 We need to look at devices like that for teaching our children the 
critical skills that they need in life. Our school system needs to 
develop resilient individuals, self-reliant individuals. We all know 
about helicopter parenting and we’re all guilty of it, but we need 
to move away from that and challenge our kids to be more 
independent in school. I don’t help my kids with their 
homework unless they absolutely need it. I let them fail if they do 
if necessary. Sometimes they need to make mistakes. 

 These are just some of my own personal thoughts about the 
subject of education. That’s really all I’ve got to say at this point. I 
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look forward to learning more and more and more about the 
challenges in education on Prince Edward Island and then 
working with you as the next leader of your government to raise 
the bar in education. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you, Rob. Wade? 
Wade MacLauchlan: Marion, a lot of the questions that have been raised today come 

one way or another to resources. It always feels like we’re under 
strain or we’re making choices and that’s the nature of resources; 
money and time are always scarce. 

 Currently on Prince Edward Island we devote more than twenty 
percent of our provincial spending to the K to twelve system. If 
you combine that with the resources that are devoted through the 
health system to what’s in effect is education through the post-
secondary system and indeed through increasingly social services 
that is tied in in many ways with education, it’s a very big part of 
who we are and what we care about as a province and edging up 
against eighty percent of our total spending when you put health, 
education, social services and those related pieces together. 

 Really in a province that is highly taxed relative to others in a 
province that has gone a long time without balancing its books, I 
think we always have to be coming at these questions in a 
collaborative fashion and in a way that recognizes that we’re 
constantly making choices about putting the best and most 
important resources toward our students and to their success. I 
think that’s ultimately what a school system and an educational 
system in its totality including the Home and School and the 
parents and the ways in which people interact in our communities. 

 I think one way of knowing whether we’re doing well enough as 
an educational system, or for that matter as a province, won’t be 
whether we have this number of standardized tests or it’s in this 
year or that year. It’ll be whether your grandmother asks you what 
you learned today. That, in fact, is an ultimate way of knowing 
that as a culture we are really dedicated to learning and focused 
on our students. 

 Further, I think we’ve got to be constantly working in a way that 
puts more capacity and time and resources in the hands of those 
on the front lines. I spoke to someone recently who was for many 
years involved in teaching, then as a principal, and then in school 
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administration. He said, “You know, when I got to the end of all 
of that and we’d been through many reforms and different theories 
and ways of considering things,” and, he said, “I realized that it’s 
really to let the teachers teach.”  

 I believe that’s important and is certainly reflected in my own 
experience the first eight years of which Peter were in one of 
those rural schools that you referred to and I got a good education 
there so I’ll agree with you on that. Whether we can go back will 
be an interesting question. There’s a good chance that we’ll have 
some communities of Mennonites moving to Prince Edward 
Island shortly who may, in fact, give us a chance to see what a 
one-room school can do. 

 I want to pick up on something else that Peter said. Much of what 
we’ve talked about here today feels like we’re trying to work 
around the edges or to come at things in a way that does indeed 
struggle with what is a very big and structurally organized status 
quo. We should find a way as a province to really engage each 
other in what could be, let me say, a radical way to ask how we 
could do better in our total education system. An ultimate test of 
that would be how our students could do better and learn more 
and be happy and be growing and developing as citizens. If we do 
that, I think we’ll find that meetings like this will be happy and 
growing and developing experiences for all of us. 

 Now, let me say I think this has been a very important day today 
and the questions that have come forward and the amount of time 
that was put into developing those questions and the effort and the 
effort at the level of schools and communities and Home and 
School Associations that brought us here today is very, very 
important to the success of our students and to our province and to 
our educational system so thank you and thank you for the 
invitation to be here. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you, Wade. Mike? 
Mike Redmond: Again, I’ll readdress, too, it has been a wonderful opportunity to 

speak with you all today and listen to the questions and the 
concerns. 

 One of the things that I think we really need to address, and it’s a 
point a teacher made to me very recently, that she went through to 
get her education at the University of Ottawa and she was so keen 
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to teach. Then she got into the classroom and she can’t even take 
her kids on a field trip. 

 We live on an island. We have so much of opportunity here. We 
have streams, hiking trails, farms. There’s so much learning to be 
done. It’s not in a classroom all the time. Kids learn differently. As 
a coach for so many years, I understand a lot of kids are practical 
learners too. We need to be able to help those kids that learn in 
different ways achieve a success if they want to. 

 I’m reminded, too, that when you look back, and there’s not just 
one Gar Andrews Report collecting dust; there’s more than one. 
We don’t have a strategic plan, not since 1999, 2004. One of the 
lines that sticks out to me is in the Department of Education and 
Early Child Development is vision is expressed in one sentence, 
that all children and students achieve to their full potential. This 
isn’t a vision for the future. This is lip service. I think it’s 
reflective of a government that lacks in knowledge and 
imagination to plan for our children’s future. This government’s 
strategy for education isn’t visionary. It’s very much reactive and 
it’s lurching from one crisis to the next. 

 We need a holistic approach to education. We also have to take 
responsibility as a government for the social determines of health. 
We have an immense poverty issue in PEI and people don’t want 
to talk about it. We have huge food insecurity. Our kids are not 
eating a healthy diet. Even those kids that are affluent, they’re not 
eating the right foods. I see it every single day. We’re running a 
hundred miles an hour to get to A to B and our kids aren’t having 
the proper diet to succeed. That has a dramatic effect on their 
education and their opportunity. 

 I understand the struggles that people are living with. We have to 
address livable wages, basic income guarantee. We haven’t talked 
a whole lot today about mental health and addictions. It’s rampant 
in our communities and one government closed all the addiction 
beds and the other one is starting to now address some of those 
issues.  

 We have a crisis in our communities where one of our parents is 
out west working so there’s a lot of single parents or both parents 
are out west working so grandparents are looking after children. I 
hear that just about every second day. 
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 We don’t have a proper public transportation system and that has 
to be addressed. Whether we’re talking about fisheries, agriculture 
or tourism, that’s not been addressed by the provincial 
government. I reiterate what I said in the tourism debate, a 
hundred and eighty-six thousand dollars does not address public 
transportation. It has to be something that’s a considerable effort 
by the provincial government. 

 We didn’t get into it a lot today but there’s an immense issue of 
bullying in our schools and our children are really struggling. I 
have personal experiences with that. I feel very, very bad for 
school counsellors because they’re overworked and the caseload 
is growing by the day. We need a government that’s not scared to 
say our priority is and always will be our children and that’s an 
NDP government. Thank you. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you, Mike. Peter? 
Peter Bevan-Baker: You might be forgiven for thinking that the four people in front of 

you are all running for the same party. Quite extraordinary 
actually the collegial feeling up here and the fact that the ideas 
were pretty well universally expressed in different ways; however, 
I think there are some significant differences and I hope in my 
little summation here I’m able to explain to you what is 
fundamentally different about the Green Party approach, not just 
to education but to governance in general. 

 In our schools, we teach subjects in hermetically sealed silos. You 
go and you sit and you do math for fifty minutes. You leave. You 
go and do geography. You know. You get the picture. I mentioned 
in my opening remarks that in some countries that idea of 
teaching to subject has been completely abandoned and they now 
teach to topic. 

 Imagine for example in Englewood School where my kids went 
we have a class on going to the restaurant where you are in doing 
so developing communication skills, you’re developing written 
skills, you’re developing math skills, you could develop language 
skills; it could be a French restaurant. You could be developing 
cooking skills because you could actually serve a meal. All of 
these things would develop a wide variety of skills in kids. They 
would have fun doing it and they would be learning without even 
recognizing it. 
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 When it comes to governance, if we want to have the best 
education system, we have to recognize that that’s connected to 
everything else. We can’t have the best education system if we 
have bad health. We can’t have the best education system if we 
have chronic poverty. We can’t have the best education system if 
we have poor governance and fiscal management. All of these 
things must work together. 

 The Green Party approach to governance is an integrated one 
where all of these subjects, all of these factors that influence each 
other and are connected to each other are balanced, are looked at 
in the long-term. That is very different from what you will find in 
any other; actually you won’t find another platform yet. The 
fellows sitting beside me here have planks of their platform but 
none of them has released their entire document yet. 

 The Green Party did that almost three weeks ago and I encourage 
you to go and look at it. It’s a document in which this idea of 
producing a better education system is based on producing better 
rural communities, a healthier environment, clean air, good water, 
healthy soil. It’s based on a better healthcare system where we 
take care of health as much as we take care of illness, being 
proactive, being preventative. It’s about eliminating poverty in our 
community so kids are given an opportunity. All of these things 
have to work together to bring a better education system. 

 So, I invite you to read that and I think a lot of you out there may 
discover that you’re more green than you think. 

Marion Murphy: Thank you and thank you all. I’ve always been a person who’d 
like to start on time and end before time. I’m sure the people who 
are here from the western part of the province and the eastern part 
will be glad to get home a little bit earlier than they thought or 
have a minute to go and shop in Charlottetown. 

 It’s important that you know that there are representatives here 
from the west and from the east and from the central part of the 
province. That’s why it’s so important for you to hear what they 
thought. 

 I heard a couple of speakers talking about teaching moments and 
that was what I did when I was teacher. I think it’s one reason why 
I succeeded as well as I did because I grabbed every teaching 
moment. When a child is ready to learn, teach him what he wants 
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to know, answer his question. I appreciated hearing that from you 
folks that you’re interested in that. 

 You’ve got a busy time ahead of you. I wish you well. There’ll 
only be one premier at the end of the day, but you’ll all still be 
there hopefully to support one another. I think that that’s what my 
biggest wish for you would be, whoever’s there that you would 
continue to feed in ideas. Home and School will continue to feed 
you ideas. I can assure you of that. We’ve done it for many years. 
As it was remarked this morning, many of the things that are 
happening in government now are happening because of Home 
and School resolutions from former years.  

 We appreciate having that opportunity to meet you all face to face. 
It’s really a privilege for us. We have a little lunch bag for you to 
take with you in case you don’t have time to eat for supper. Peter, 
did you want to say a word? I thank you on behalf of everybody 
here and let us join. 

Peter Rukavina: I will echo Marion’s thanks to each of the leaders. Thank you for 
giving of your time. All of your party representatives said yes as 
soon as we asked three or four weeks ago. We didn’t know at that 
time there’d be an election. Who knew? 

 This morning when we were developing our questions 
collaboratively, we’re right on top of the swimming pool here and 
there were children playing in the swimming pool. I think that 
was a good sound effect to keep in our mind. I’ve been hearing 
the sound of the baby over here on the right hand side and just 
thinking everything that you folks are talking about is basically 
involved in making their education. I ask you to keep that child in 
your mind as you’re out on the trail and I ask all of you to actively 
engage the candidates across the island in a discussion about 
education over the campaign. Thank you all for coming. Thanks 
to the leaders. Good night. 
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