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Parents as Partners in Education Survey 

                EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

From January to March 2013, the Prince Edward Island Home and School Federation 

undertook the “Parents as Partners in Education Survey”.  The survey, carried out by 

consultant Vicki Bryanton, identified needs, views, and perceptions of the parents 

and guardians of children attending English public school system on PEI.  A total of 

692 respondents are included in the analysis, representing parents of 1,133 children 

in Kindergarten to grade 12. 

Key Findings: 

Parent’s Engagement with the School: Ninety percent (90%) of parents or 

guardians attended parent-teacher interviews all or almost all of the time.  Twenty-

seven percent (27%) of parents and guardians participated in their local Home and 

School Association or Parent Council. 

Parental Involvement in Volunteering for the School: Ninety percent (90%) of 

parents attended events and activities at the school with almost half of parents 

attending events or activities all or almost all of the time.   Eighty-eight percent (88%) 

of parents have volunteered with fundraising activities for the school while 65% have 

volunteered to help with school events and activities.  Only one-fifth of parents 

volunteer in the classroom.   

Barriers to Involvement in Child’s School: Busy schedules are large barriers (68%) 

to parents being involved in their child’s school.  Other barriers to involvement are 

childcare needs (15%) and having little information about involvement opportunities 

(12%).  Transportation challenges, influence from child not wanting parents to 

contact schools and worry that their child will be treated differently by school 

employees are least significant barriers to becoming involved in the school. 

Bullying/Harassment: Up to thirty-eight (38%) of children have been bullied or 

harassed at least once or twice in the school year while up to 13% of children are 

bullied or harassed at least once a month. The most common forms of bullying or 

harassment are verbal and social.  Parents report that their child has not bullied or 

harassed others (68%). 

Representation on School Board: Of the 84% of parents and guardians who 

responded 52% indicated that trustees should be elected, 5% indicated that trustees 

should be appointed and 26% indicated that a combination of appointed and elected 

would be fine. 
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Areas of Influence of PEI Home and School Federation:  Parents reported that the 

PEI Home and School Federation should be influencing or raising the profile of 

bullying in schools (90%).  Teacher and principal performance assessment (71%), 

structure of the school year calendar (68%), rezoning schools (67%), time available for 

eating school lunch (65%), and the Students Achieve system (61%) are issues in 

which parents believe the Federation should be influencing.   About half of the 

parents think that the structure of the school day and report cards are issues where 

the Federation should influence. 

Teaching Style – Learning Style Fit: Over three-fifths of children have teaching 

styles that match their learning style quite well or extremely well. For 3% of children, 

the teaching style did not match their learning style at all. 

Prepared Children:  Parents reported that for 56% of the children, the child was 

being quite well or extremely well prepared for continuing into their following year. 

Only 4% of children are reported to have not been prepared for the following year. 

Better Education Elsewhere: Of the 87% of parents who responded almost three-

quarters would not leave PEI to find better education for their children.  Fourteen 

percent (14%) would consider leaving to seek better education. 
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BACKGROUND 
The PEI Home and School Federation is the umbrella organization of local "Home and 

School" and "Parent Council" organizations in 55 schools across Prince Edward Island. 

The Federation acts as the voice of parents and guardians in the education system, and 

exists to promote the total well-being of children and the highest standards of 

education for each child in the province. 

The Federation works in partnership with other organizations which foster this ideal 

and assist in the development of policies related particularly to quality education for 

each child. The Federation works primarily by offering support to, and coordination 

between, Association local members and believes that the participation of parents and 

guardians in the education of our children is vital. 

Parents as Partners in Education Survey was undertaken to support the Federation’s 

efforts in identifying the needs, views, and perceptions of the parents and guardians of 

children attending English public school system on PEI. 

How parents engage in education may be viewed as its own construct but for the 

purposes of this survey, the Home and School Federation focused on the following sub-

constructs (or parts of the complex system of parent engagement): 

 Perception of school fit: How well does a school's social climate and structure 

match a student's needs? 

 Parent engagement: How engaged are parents in their child's schooling? 

 Barriers:  What barriers do parents perceive as preventing them from engaging 

with the school? 

 School climate: How do parents view their school’s academic and social 

environment?  

The Federation was also looking for feedback from parents on areas of focus for 

advocacy work in the coming years. 

This Report is about the results of the Parent Engagement Survey.  
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SURVEY METHODOLOGY 
The frame work and context for questions for the survey were provided by the Prince 

Edward Island Home and School Federation. Questions were developed using a 

consultation process involving Survey Committee Members, focus group feedback, and 

a review of several parent engagement surveys (national and international in scope) 

used in recent years. 

A series of draft questions were reviewed by the Survey Committee in light of the 

Federation’s area of focus and the alignment of questions with objectives. The resulting 

bank of questions was tested within a focus group of the target population for reliability 

and readability. Some questions were modified for clarity.  

The survey was designed as an online survey. It was modified slightly to create an 

optional paper survey ensuring that all questions were covered, and comparable, 

between survey designs.   

To allow for the inclusion of as many parents as possible, and to keep costs down, data 

collection was done with a broadly promoted web-based survey. Promotions also offered 

parents a paper survey that would be delivered upon request with a postage paid reply 

envelope. 

The survey was promoted through the Home and School Federation, its local 

organizations, public advertising in print, radio, and television media opportunities and 

direct distribution of promotional materials.  Nominal incentive draw prizes were 

offered to improve the response rate. 

Each question was considered of value to the Federation and question skipping was 

permitted to allow for the highest participation in question responses. 

A minimum response sample size of 380 was desired (with reported sub-groups 

requiring a minimum of 40 respondents to allow for inferential statistics and 

respondent anonymity in families of schools.) 

The survey launched on January 14, 2013 and was open until March 10, 2013 for 8 

weeks. 
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Limitations 

The Prince Edward Island Home and School Federation and its local Associations tend 

to attract “engaged” parents.  It can be anticipated that respondents to their call for 

participation would result in more responses from engaged parents. 

The online survey was promoted as the primary access point to the survey, but to 

account for any lack of high-speed internet access, paper surveys were offered upon 

request. Although a small number of paper surveys were requested, no paper surveys 

were returned. 

Although a multi-phase communications strategy was used to promote the survey, and 

underrepresented groups were targeted for subsequent waves of communications, some 

families of schools are underrepresented in the final numbers. 

As the survey was voluntary, not directly connected to the schools, and primarily 

available online, there is a self-selection bias attached to this survey.  This survey 

would not be easily completed by people with low literacy skills or where English is a 

second language. Although promoted to all parents, it was anticipated that the survey 

would not have a large uptake with families who are new-comers to PEI. 

The data used in the analysis are based on self-reports and were not validated against 

objective criteria or by direct observation.  Although self-reporting has limitations, due 

to the nature of this survey, responses were necessarily subjective and based on 

individual perception. 

The data reported is unweighted. Cells of under 40 are not reported in detail in this 

report. Question skipping of under 10% was deemed an acceptable rate and will not be 

noted in the report. 

Due to rounding, not all percentage breakdowns will equal 100%. 
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Sample 

There are 57 English-language public schools in Prince Edward Island, 55 of which 

have local Home and School Associations or Parent Councils that are members of the 

PEI Home and School Federation.  Schools are organized into 10 “families of schools” 

consisting of a high school and the primary, elementary, intermediate and consolidated 

schools that feed students to it. 

According to the English Language School Board of Prince Edward Island, there were 

19,617 students enrolled in English School Board as of September 2012 (unofficial 

enrolment figures). The 2011 census data reports 21,040 families with children on 

Prince Edward Island aged 24 and under living at home (the only breakdown available 

from Statistics Canada under the 2011 Census).1 

A total of 720 e-surveys were submitted with zero paper surveys submitted. Twenty 

eight (28) surveys were removed from the final count as respondents did not have any 

children within the English public school system.  The final participant inclusion 

number was 692 respondents.  The 692 represents 3.3% of the population of parents of 

with children.2  

Respondents could respond for multiple children - up to 3 children in a single survey 

and could reenter the survey to complete it for any additional children. The 692 

surveys represented 1,133 children in grades Kindergarten to 12 or 5.8% of children 

enrolled in the English public school system. 

All ten families of schools were represented in the survey. The response by counties 

showed Prince County as somewhat underrepresented by about 8-9% and Kings 

County as overrepresented by about 4-5% based on total population. 

Interpretation 

Interpretation of survey results is limited in this report to the identification of issues 

that might bear further investigation.  Results reported focus on areas of significance 

that would require further analysis to confirm or refute statistical significance or 

possible relationships.  

  

                                           
1 Statistics Canada. 2012. Prince Edward Island / Île-du-Prince-Édouard, Prince Edward Island 

(Code 1110) and Prince Edward Island (Code 11) (table). Census Profile. 2011 Census. Statistics 

Canada Catalogue no. 98-316-XWE. Ottawa. Released October 24, 2012. 

http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2011/dp-pd/prof/index.cfm?Lang=E 

(accessed March 27, 2013). 
2 ibid 
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RESULTS 
A total of 692 surveys were included in this analysis representing 1,133 school-aged 

children in the English public school system on Prince Edward Island.   

The 692 surveys represent 3.3% of the population of parents with children.3 Eighty two 

percent (82%) of the survey respondents were mothers, 14% were fathers, 1% were 

step-mothers, and 3% were grandparents, aunts/uncles, guardians, or other. 

When asked about age and highest level of education 14% of respondents chose not to 

share this information. Fifty five percent (55%) of the respondents were between the 

ages of 35-44 

years, 29% 

were between 

45-55, 14% 

were 25-34, 3% 

were 55-64, 

and no 

respondents 

were under the 

age of 25 (does 

not add up to 100% 

due to rounding). 

As was 

anticipated, the 

level of 

education is higher than what is expected in the general population but without data 

on the level of education of parents of school-aged children, we are unable to make 

direct comparisons. 

Twenty nine percent (29%) of respondents have a college or other non-university 

diploma as their highest level of education; 27% have a university certificate, diploma 

or degree at a bachelor’s level; 23% have a post-secondary diploma or degree above a 

bachelor’s level; 8% have a high school certificate, diploma or equivalent (GED); 7% 

have some college or university; 4% have an apprenticeship or trades certificate or 

diploma; and 1% have some high school as their highest level of education completed.  

                                           
3 ibid 
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The 1,133 children in grades Kindergarten to 12 accounts for 5.8% of children enrolled 

in the English public school system. The breakdown by grade was: 

 8% in Kindergarten 

 10% in Grade 1 

 8% in Grade 2 

 11% in Grade 3 

 9% in Grade 4 

 8% in Grade 5 

 7% in Grade 6 

 11% in Grade 7 

 8% in Grade 8 

 7% in Grade 9 

 4% in Grade 10 

 5% in Grade 11 

 4% in Grade 12 
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These children were distributed across the three counties (does not add up to 100% due to 

rounding) –  

 Prince County – 25%,  

 Queens County – 55%, and  

 Kings County - 19%. 

 
Schools are listed below under their “Family of Schools”. The representative breakdown 

is given by Family of School only. 

Prince County Families of Schools 

Of the children represented in the survey, 295 attend schools in Prince County across 

the following Families of Schools: 
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Prince County Children by 
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KENSINGTON FAMILY – 8% 
Kensington Intermediate Senior High 
Queen Elizabeth Elementary  
   
KINKORA FAMILY – 9% 
Amherst Cove Consolidated  
Kinkora Regional High  
Somerset Elementary  
  
THREE OAKS FAMILY – 76% 
Athena Consolidated  
Elm Street Elementary  
Greenfield Elementary  
Miscouche Consolidated  
Parkside Elementary  
Summerside Intermediate  
Three Oaks Senior High  
  
WESTISLE FAMILY – 8% 
Alberton Elementary  
Bloomfield Elementary  
Ellerslie Elementary  
Hernewood Junior High  
M.E. Callaghan Intermediate  
O'Leary Elementary  
St. Louis Elementary  
Tignish Elementary  
Westisle Composite High  
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Queens County Families of Schools 

Of the children represented in the survey, 692 attend schools in Queens County across 

the following Families of Schools: 

 
 

 

 

 

Kings County Families of Schools 

Of the children represented in the survey, 692 

attend schools in Kings County across the 

following Families of Schools: 
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62%
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Kings County Children by 
Families of Schools

BLUEFIELD FAMILY – 23% 
Bluefield High 
Central Queens Elementary 
East Wiltshire Intermediate 
Eliot River Elementary 
Englewood 
Gulf Shore Consolidated 
Westwood Primary 

  
CHARLOTTETOWN RURAL FAMILY – 30% 
Charlottetown Rural High 
Donagh Regional 
Glen Stewart Elementary 
L.M. Montgomery Elementary 
Sherwood Elementary 
Stonepark Intermediate 
Stratford Elementary 

  
COLONEL GRAY FAMILY – 47% 
Birchwood Intermediate 
Colonel Gray Senior High 
Parkdale Elementary 
Prince Street Elementary 
Queen Charlotte Intermediate 
Spring Park Elementary 
St. Jean Elementary 
West Kent Elementary 
West Royalty Elementary 

MONTAGUE FAMILY – 62% 
Belfast Consolidated 
Cardigan Consolidated  
Georgetown Elementary 
Montague Consolidated 
Montague Intermediate 
Montague Regional High 
Southern Kings Consolidated 
Vernon River Consolidated 
  
MORELL FAMILY – 26% 

Morell Consolidated 
Morell Regional High 
Mt. Stewart Consolidated 
  
SOURIS FAMILY – 12% 
Souris Consolidated 
Souris Regional High 
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Engagement with the School  

Parents were asked how often they participate in a number of school-based and 

community-based activities related to their children’s school. 

Attendance at parent-teacher interviews was high with 90% of the of the 1,074 children 

represented having a parent or guardian reporting attending all or almost all of the 

time, 4% reported attending frequently, 3% attending sometimes, 1% attending once in 

a while, and 2% never or almost never attending parent-teacher interviews. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For 1,066 of the children, attendance by a parent or guardian to a school event or 

activity occurred all or almost all of the time for 49% of the children, frequently for 

27%, sometimes for 14%, once in a while for 6%, 3% of the children had a parent or 

guardian never or almost never attend a school event or activity. 
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Parents or guardians (of 1049 children) reported participation in the child’s Home and 

School Association or Parent Council all or almost all of the time by 21% , frequently by 

6%, sometimes by 9%, once in a while by 13%, and never or almost never by 51% .  

 

Parents or guardians of 1,043 children reported volunteering with fundraising activities 

by 23% all or almost all of the time, 21% frequently, 25% sometimes, 18% once in a 

while, and 12% reported never or almost never volunteering with fundraising activities. 

 

 

For 1,050 of the children, parents or guardians reported volunteering to help with 

school events and activities all or almost all of the time by 16%, frequently by 18%, 

sometimes by 22%, once in a while by 19%, and 24% reported never or almost never 

volunteering. 
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Significantly fewer children were represented by the question on volunteering in the 

classroom with the parents or guardians of 987 children reporting volunteering all or 

almost all of the time by 1%, frequently by 4%, sometimes by 6%, once in a while by 

9%, and never or almost never volunteering in the classroom by 80%. 

 

 

Seven percent (7%) of responding parents or guardians noted “other” volunteering 

options that included: breakfast or other food program, school clubs or sports teams, 

health programs (lice check or inoculations), providing snacks or occasional support. 
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Barriers 

Survey participants were asked if there were any barriers to becoming more involved in 

the child’s school. Forty eight percent (48%) responded yes, 14% responded maybe, 

and 38% responded no.  

The 59% of respondents who responded yes or maybe were asked to respond to 

questions about specific identified barriers.  

A busy schedule was reported by 68% as quite a lot or a tremendous amount of 

barrier to being more involved, while 20% reported it was somewhat of a barrier, 7% 

found it a little bit of a barrier, and 5% reported that a busy schedule was not at all a 

barrier. 

Childcare needs were reported by 15% as quite a bit or a tremendous amount of a 

barrier to being more involved, 8% reported it as somewhat of a barrier, 11% found it a 

little bit of a barrier, and 66% reported that childcare needs was not at all a barrier. 

Having little information about involvement opportunities was reported by 12% as 

quite a bit or a tremendous amount of a barrier to being more involved, 13% reported it 

as somewhat of a barrier, 22% found it a little bit of a barrier, and 53% reported that 

having little information was not at all a barrier. 

School not making parents feel welcome was reported by 7% as quite a bit or a 

tremendous amount of a barrier to being more involved, 6% reported it as somewhat of 

a barrier, 8% found it a little bit of a barrier, and 78% reported that the school not 

being welcoming was not at all a barrier. 

Feeling unsure about how to communicate with the school was reported by 4% as 

quite a bit or a tremendous amount of a barrier to being more involved, 10% reported it 

as somewhat of a barrier, 13% found it a little bit of a barrier, and 73% reported that 

feeling unsure about how to communicate was not at all a barrier. 

Child not wanting parent/guardian to contact the school was reported by 2% as 

quite a bit or a tremendous amount of a barrier to being more involved, 7% reported it 

as somewhat of a barrier, 6% found it a little bit of a barrier, and 85% reported that 

their child not wanting contact with school was not at all a barrier. 

Worry that school employees will treat child differently was reported by 2% as 

quite a bit or a tremendous amount of a barrier to being more involved, 5% reported it 

as somewhat of a barrier, 9% found it a little bit of a barrier, and 84% reported that 

worry about how employees will treat child was not at all a barrier. 

Transportation-related challenges was reported by 4% as quite a bit or a 

tremendous amount of a barrier to being more involved, 6% reported it as somewhat of 

a barrier, 5% found it a little bit of a barrier, and 85% reported that transportation 

challenges were not at all a barrier. 
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Respondents were asked about other barriers including how much do negative 

memories of your own school experience prevent you from becoming involved 

with your child's current school?  Eighty seven percent (87%) reported that this was 

not at all a barrier, 8% reported that it was a little bit of a barrier, 4% report it was 

somewhat of a barrier, 1% reported that it was quite a lot of a barrier, and less than 1% 

reported that it was a tremendous barrier. 
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Bullying/Harassment 

For the purposes of the survey, bullying or harassment was defined as actions meant 
to hurt someone’s feelings or devalue them. 
 
Survey respondents could choose to discuss the following questions with their 
child(ren) or answer the questions on their own.  Answers were to be based on 
experience during the current school year only. 
 
The Forms that bullying or harassment might take were described as -  
 

Physical: 
* pushing, tripping, 
hitting 
* damaging or stealing 
someone's property 
 
Verbal: 
* name-calling, hurtful 
teasing 
* insulting, humiliating, 
or threatening someone 

Electronic: 
Using the internet or cell 
phone to e-mail or sent text 
messages or pictures in 
order to: 
* threaten someone or hurt 
their feelings 
* single them out 
* embarrass them 
* make them look bad 
* spread rumours about 
them 
* reveal secrets about them 
 

Social: 
* excluding someone from the 
"the group" or from an activity 
* gossiping or spreading 
rumours about someone 
* making someone look foolish 
* making sure others don't 
associate with someone 
* displaying images or 
materials that are offensive or 
disrespectful 
 

 

Bullied or Harassed by Other Students 

Parents or guardians responded to the questions that began, as far as you know, has 

your child been bullied or harassed by other students in the following ways. 

 

Parents or guardians of 6% of the children reported that their child had been verbally 

bullied or harassed by other students many times a month, 7% were verbally bullied or 

harassed every month, 38% were once or twice, 41% were not once bullied or harassed, 

and 8% were reported as don’t know. 

 

Parents or guardians of 5% of the children reported that their child had been socially 

bullied or harassed by other students many times a month, 6% were verbally bullied or 

harassed every month, 33% were once or twice, 45% were not once bullied or harassed, 

and 11% were reported as don’t know. 

 

Parents or guardians of 1% of the children reported that their child had been 

physically bullied or harassed by other students many times a month, 2% were 

verbally bullied or harassed every month, 24% were once or twice, 66% were not once 

bullied or harassed, and 6% were reported as don’t know. 

 

Parents or guardians of 1% of the children reported that their child had been 

electronically bullied or harassed by other students many times a month, 1% were 
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verbally bullied or harassed every month, 9% were once or twice, 78% were not once 

bullied or harassed, and 11% were reported as don’t know. 

 
 

 
 

Bullied or Harassed Others 

Parents or guardians of 1,027 children responded to the questions that began, as far 

as you know, has your child bullied or harassed (on his/her own or as part of a 

group) OTHER students in the following ways. 

 

Parents or guardians of 0% of the children reported that their child had verbally 

bullied or harassed other students many times a month, 1% had verbally bullied or 

harassed every month, 14% had once or twice, 68% had not once bullied or harassed, 

and 17% were reported as don’t know. 

 

Parents or guardians of 0% of the children reported that their child had socially 

bullied or harassed other students many times a month, 1% had verbally bullied or 

harassed every month, 11% had once or twice, 69% had not once bullied or harassed, 

and 19% were reported as don’t know. 

 

Parents or guardians of 0% of the children reported that their child had physically 

bullied or harassed other students many times a month, 0% had verbally bullied or 
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harassed every month, 6% had once or twice, 83% had not once bullied or harassed, 

and 10% were reported as don’t know. 

 

Parents or guardians of 0% of the children reported that their child had electronically 

bullied or harassed other students many times a month, 0% had verbally bullied or 

harassed every month, 4% had once or twice, 83% had not once bullied or harassed, 

and 13% were reported as don’t know. 

 

 

Parents of 1,037 responded to the question - how many times have you talked to 

your child about bullying or harrassment during this school year? 

Note: With the survey launched on January 14, 2013 and closed on March 10, 2013, 

respondents to the survey may have been referring to a 3-6 month time period when 

referring to a child’s school year. 

Thirty one percent (31%) of the children had a parent or guardian talk to them about 

bullying or harassment many times during the current school year, 14% had the talk 

every month this school year, 47% had the talk once or twice in the school year, and 

8% had not had a parent or guardian talk to them about bullying or harassment during 

the current school year. 
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Respondents were offered the opportunity to provide comments. One hundred and forty 

two (142) parents or guardian provided comments which will be reviewed by the Home 

and School Federation but are not reported in this document. 
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Opinions on the Upcoming Work of the PEI Home and School 

Federation 

The PEI Home and School Federation advocates for, or speaks out on behalf of, 

students on a number of issues as identified by parents of school-aged children on PEI. 

Survey participants were asked to share their views to inform the decision-making 

process of the Federation in prioritizing its work for the coming year. 

School Board Trustees 

Parents and guardians were asked about the election, appointment, or combination of 

methods for populating the English Language School Board. Five hundred and ninety 

seven (597) people responded to this question. Sixteen percent (16%) chose not to 

respond to the question. Of those who responded, 5% indicated that trustees should be 

appointed, 52% chose elected, 18% would be fine with either, and 26% indicated 

that a combination would be fine. 

 

 
 
Seventy eight respondents (78) provided comments expressing support or opposition for 

the options or offered an opinion on the percentage breakdown for a combination 

approach. The responses are not reported here but will be addressed by the Home and 

School Federation as part of its advocacy planning process. 

 

Areas of Influence 

The Home and School Federation may have the opportunity to influence, or raise the 

profile of, the following issues during the coming year: 

 Structure of the school year calendar (number of teaching days, timing of 

professional development events, length of school breaks - Christmas and March 

breaks)  

 Structure of the school day (start time, length of classes, length of day) 
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 Teacher and Principal performance assessment (if and how assessments are 

performed, incorporation of parent input, feedback to parents) 

 Student Achieve system (evaluation of the content, consistency in use) 

 Report Cards (changing the scoring system, consistency between schools) 

 Bullying in schools (youth bullying, adult bullying) 

 Rezoning of schools (changing attendance zones) 

 Time available for eating school lunch. 

Survey respondents were asked whether or not the Federation should be involved in 

these areas of influence in the coming year. Fourteen percent (14%) of respondents did 

not provide an answer for these questions. 

 

Ninety percent (90%) of respondents agree that the Home and School Federation should 

be influencing or raising the profile of bullying in schools (youth bullying, adult 

bullying), 4% do not think the Federation should be involved, and 6% were unsure or 

did not know. 

 

Seventy one percent (71%) of respondents agree that the Home and School Federation 

should be influencing or raising the profile of teacher and principal performance 

assessment (if and how assessments are performed, incorporation of parent input, 

feedback to parents), 16% do not think the Federation should be involved, and 13% 

were unsure or did not know. 

 

Sixty eight percent (68%) of respondents agree that the Home and School Federation 

should be influencing or raising the profile of structure of the school year calendar 

(number of teaching days, timing of professional development events, length of school 

breaks - Christmas and March breaks), 17% do not think the Federation should be 

involved, and 15% were unsure or did not know. 

 

Sixty seven percent (67%) of respondents agree that the Home and School Federation 

should be influencing or raising the profile of rezoning of schools (changing 

attendance zones), 16% do not think the Federation should be involved, and 16% were 

unsure or did not know. 

 

Sixty five percent (65%) of respondents agree that the Home and School Federation 

should be influencing or raising the profile of time available for eating school lunch, 

20% do not think the Federation should be involved, and 15% were unsure or did not 

know. 

 

Sixty one percent (61%) of respondents agree that the Home and School Federation 

should be influencing or raising the profile of Student Achieve system (evaluation of 

the content, consistency in use), 20% do not think the Federation should be involved, 

and 19% were unsure or did not know. 

 

Fifty five percent (55%) of respondents agree that the Home and School Federation 

should be influencing or raising the profile of structure of the school day (start time, 
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length of classes, length of day), 28% do not think the Federation should be involved, 

and 17% were unsure or did not know. 

 

Fifty one percent (51%) of respondents agree that the Home and School Federation 

should be influencing or raising the profile of report cards (changing the scoring 

system, consistency between schools), 29% do not think the Federation should be 

involved, and 20% were unsure or did not know. 

 

Respondents were offered the opportunity to identify other areas of focus for the Home 

and School Federation and 115 respondents offered comments. The responses are not 

reported here but Federation will review all of the comments as part of its advocacy 

planning process. 

 
 

 

Respondents were asked to identify their top three choices among the topics offered. 

Seventeen percent (17%) chose not to answer this question.  
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The most frequently chosen priority was bullying in schools at 25%, teacher and 

principal performance assessment came in next at 19%, structure of the school 

year calendar was 15%, rezoning of schools and the Student Achieve system came 

in at 10%, time available for eating school lunch was 7%, report cards, structure 

of the school day and other all came in at 5% each. 

 

Respondents were offered the opportunity to identify other areas of focus for the Home 

and School Federation and 82 respondents offered comments. The responses are not 

reported here but Federation will review all of the comments as part of its advocacy 

planning process. 

 

  
 

Parent/Guardian Perspectives 

Parents and guardians were asked their perspectives on how well the teaching styles 

of a child's teachers match the child's learning style.  Responses were received for 

1,015 children. This question may have been difficult for parents to answer as each 

child might have multiple teachers. Results should be interpreted in light of this and 

considered a general impression for these children. 

 

For 62% of the children, the teaching style matched the child’s learning style quite well 

or extremely well. For 34%, the teaching style matched the child’s learning style fairly 
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well or mildly well. And for 3%, the teaching style did not match the child’s learning 

style at all. 

 

  
 

Parents and guardians were asked how well do you feel your child's school is 

preparing him/her for the next academic year -  OR if your child will not be in 

school next year, how well do you feel your child's school is preparing him/her 

for work.  Responses were received for 1,015 children.  

 

For 56% of the 

children, the child was 

being quite well or 

extremely well 

prepared. For 41%, the 

child was being fairly 

well or mildly well 

prepared. And for 4%, 

the parent or guardian 

reported that the 

school was not 

preparing the child 

well at all. 

 

 

 

 

As a more extreme measure of parent/guardian satisfaction with the school experience 

on PEI, survey respondents were asked - would you consider leaving Prince Edward 

Island to find better education for your child? Thirteen percent (13%) chose not to 

answer this question. Of those that responded, 14% would consider leaving, 74% would 

not, and 12% didn’t know or were not sure.  
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PARENTS AS PARTNERS IN EDUCATION SURVEY 2013 
 

 

 

 

Welcome and Introduction 
Hello Parents/Guardians of school-aged children/youth in PEI, 

The PEI Home and School Federation is looking for parents/guardians, both women and men, to fill out our “Parents as 

Partners in Education Survey.” Every one's experience and opinions are different, so we encourage all 

parents/guardians to complete a survey. 

The Federation is recognized as the parent voice in PEI’s education system that advocates for the best possible 

education for all children.  

Let us know how things are going and give us your ideas on how to speak up for your child/youth. Completed surveys 

are confidential. Responses will not be identified by individual. All responses will be compiled together and analyzed as 

a group. 

The survey will take about 6 minutes per child to complete. After completing the survey, you will also have a chance to 

enter to win one of 5 prize draws for $50 each. 

This survey is for parents/guardians of children attending the English public school system on PEI only. 

1. How many children age 19 or younger are you the parent or guardian of?  _________ 

2. How many of these children attend the English public school system?  _______ 

(Do not include those attending alternative schools, university, or college) 
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To get started 
We are interested in your information, experiences and opinions as they relate to the CURRENT school year. 

If you have more than one child to report on, please report Child #1 as the oldest child, Child #2 for the next oldest, and 

Child #3 as the next oldest. (If you have more than 3 children, please complete a separate survey for the rest.) 

 3. What grade is the 
child currently 
attending? 

 

4. What is your relationship to 
each child? 

 

Please use these 
“relationship” 
options: 

Child #1     Mother 

 Father 

 Step-Mother 

 Step-Father 

 Grandmother 

 Grandfather 

 Aunt 

 Uncle 

 Guardian 

 Other 

Child #2    

Child #3    

 

Background 
 

5. In which "county" is your child's school located? 

 

If your child changed schools during the year, choose the school attended the longest. If you have children attending 

schools in different counties, please complete a separate survey for each county. 

 Prince County 
 Queens County 
 Kings County 

 
6. Which "family of schools" does your child currently attend?  

(See list of Family of Schools below.)  

If your child changed schools during the year, choose the school attended the longest.  

 Child #1  Child #2 Child #3 

Family of Schools     
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Schools are listed alphabetically under each "Family of Schools." 

(6. Cont’d) 
Prince 
County 
 

KENSINGTON 
FAMILY 

 Kensington 
Intermediate 
Senior High 

 Queen 
Elizabeth 
Elementary 
School 

 

KINKORA 
FAMILY 

 Amherst Cove 
Consolidated 
School 

 Kinkora Regional 
High School 

 Somerset 
Elementary 
School 

 

THREE OAKS FAMILY 

 Athena Consolidated School 

 Elm Street Elementary 
School 

 Greenfield Elementary School 

 Miscouche Consolidated 
School 

 Parkside Elementary School 

 Summerside Intermediate 
School 

 Three Oaks Senior High 
School 

WESTISLE FAMILY 

 Alberton Elementary School 

 Bloomfield Elementary School 

 Ellerslie Elementary School 

 Hernewood Junior High School 

 M.E. Callaghan Intermediate 
School 

 O'Leary Elementary School 

 St. Louis Elementary School 

 Tignish Elementary School 

 Westisle Composite High 
School 

7. Queens 
County 

 

BLUEFIELD FAMILY 

 Bluefield High 

 Central Queens Elementary 

 East Wiltshire Intermediate 

 Eliot River Elementary 

 Englewood 

 Gulf Shore Consolidated 

 Westwood Primary 
 

CHARLOTTETOWN RURAL 
FAMILY 

 Charlottetown Rural High 

 Donagh Regional 

 Glen Stewart Elementary 

 L.M. Montgomery Elementary 

 Sherwood Elementary 

 Stonepark Intermediate 

 Stratford Elementary 

COLONEL GRAY FAMILY 

 Birchwood Intermediate 

 Colonel Gray Senior High 

 Parkdale Elementary 

 Prince Street Elementary 

 Queen Charlotte Intermediate 

 Spring Park Elementary 

 St. Jean Elementary 

 West Kent Elementary 

 West Royalty Elementary 

8. Kings 
County 
 

MONTAGUE FAMILY 

 Belfast Consolidated 

 Cardigan Consolidated  

 Georgetown Elementary 

 Montague Consolidated 

 Montague Intermediate 

 Montague Regional High 

 Southern Kings 
Consolidated 

 Vernon River Consolidated 

MORELL FAMILY 

 Morell Consolidated 

 Morell Regional High 

 Mt. Stewart Consolidated 

SOURIS FAMILY 

 Souris Consolidated 

 Souris Regional High 
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Participation in School Activities 
Please think of the current school year when answering the following questions. 

 
9. How often are YOU involved in the following activities at your child's school? Please use response options: 

 Never or almost never 

 Once in a while 

 Sometimes 

 Frequently 

 All or almost all of the time 
 

(Mark all that apply to you.) Child #1 Child #2 Child #3 

Attend parent-teacher interviews   
 

   

Attend events and activities at the school 
 

   

Participate in Home and School or School Council  
 

   

Fundraise   
 

   

Volunteer to help with school events and activities 

 

   

Volunteer in the classroom or library  
 

   

Other (please describe): 
 
 

Barriers to Engagement 
10. Are there barriers to you becoming more involved in your child's school? 
 

 Yes … (Go to Question 11.) 
 No … (Go to Question 15.) 
 Maybe … (Go to Question 11.) 

 



Parents as Partners in Education Survey 2013 

PEI Parents as Partners in Education Survey – 2013 – 5 

 

In this next section, we'd like to know how big of a problem the following issues are for becoming involved in your 
child's current school. 
11. How much do the following prevent you from becoming involved with your child's current school? 

Please use these response options: 

 Not at all 

 A little bit 

 Somewhat 

 Quite a lot 

 A tremendous amount 
 

 Child #1 Child #2 Child #3 

a busy schedule 
 

   

transportation-related challenges 
 

   

childcare needs  
 

   

child not wanting you to contact the 
school 
 

   

feeling unsure about how to communicate  

with the school 
 

   

school not communicating well with 
people of your culture  
 

   

worry that school employees will treat 
your child differently 

   

 
12. How much do negative memories of your own school experience prevent you from becoming involved with 
your child's current school? 

 Not at all 
 A little bit 
 Somewhat 
 Quite a bit 
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 A tremendous amount 
 

13. How much does the school NOT making parents feel welcome prevent you from becoming involved with your 
child's current school? 

  

Child #1 Child #2 Child #3 

 Not at all 
 A little bit 
 Somewhat 
 Quite a bit 
 A tremendous amount 

 

 Not at all 
 A little bit 
 Somewhat 
 Quite a bit 
 A tremendous amount 

 

 Not at all 
 A little bit 
 Somewhat 
 Quite a bit 
 A tremendous amount 

 

 
14. How much does the school providing "little information about involvement opportunities" prevent you from 
becoming involved with your child's current school? 
 

Child #1 Child #2 Child #3 

 Not at all 
 A little bit 
 Somewhat 
 Quite a bit 

 A tremendous amount 
 

 Not at all 
 A little bit 
 Somewhat 
 Quite a bit 
 A tremendous amount 
 

 Not at all 
 A little bit 
 Somewhat 
 Quite a bit 
 A tremendous amount 
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Bullying/Harassment 
Actions meant to hurt someone’s feelings or devalue them are bullying/harassing behaviours.  
 
You may choose to discuss the following questions with your child or answer them on your own.   
 
Think about the current school year only. 
 
"Forms that bullying or harassment might take" - are DEFINED BELOW. 
15. As far as you know, has your child been bullied or harassed by other students in the following ways: 
 

 Child #1 Child #2 Child #3 

physically?  
  
 

 Not once 
 Once or twice 
 Every month 
 Many times a month 
 Don't know 

 Not once 
 Once or twice 
 Every month 
 Many times a month 
 Don't know 

 Not once 
 Once or twice 
 Every month 
 Many times a month 
 Don't know 

verbally?  
  
 

 Not once 
 Once or twice 
 Every month 
 Many times a month 
 Don't know  

 Not once 
 Once or twice 
 Every month 
 Many times a month 
 Don't know  

 Not once 
 Once or twice 
 Every month 
 Many times a month 
 Don't know  

socially?  
  
 

 Not once 
 Once or twice 
 Every month 
 Many times a month 
 Don't know  

 Not once 
 Once or twice 
 Every month 
 Many times a month 
 Don't know  

 Not once 
 Once or twice 
 Every month 
 Many times a month 
 Don't know  

electronically?  Not once 
 Once or twice 
 Every month 
 Many times a month 
 Don't know  

 Not once 
 Once or twice 
 Every month 
 Many times a month 
 Don't know  

 Not once 
 Once or twice 
 Every month 
 Many times a month 
 Don't know  
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Forms that bullying or harassment might take -  
 

Physical: 
* pushing, tripping, hitting 
* damaging or stealing 
someone's property 
 
Verbal: 
* name-calling, hurtful teasing 
* insulting, humiliating, or 
threatening someone 

Electronic: 
Using the internet or cell phone to e-
mail or sent text messages or pictures 
in order to: 
* threaten someone or hurt their 
feelings 
* single them out 
* embarrass them 
* make them look bad 
* spread rumours about them 
* reveal secrets about them 
 

Social: 
* excluding someone from the "the group" 
or from an activity 
* gossiping or spreading rumours about 
someone 
* making someone look foolish 
* making sure others don't associate with 
someone 
* displaying images or materials that are 
offensive or disrespectful 
 

 
16. As far as you know, has your child bullied or harassed (on his/her own or as part of a group) OTHER 
students in the following ways: 

 Child #1 Child #2 Child #3 

physically?  
  
 

 Not once 
 Once or twice 
 Every month 
 Many times a month 
 Don't know 

 Not once 
 Once or twice 
 Every month 
 Many times a month 
 Don't know 

 Not once 
 Once or twice 
 Every month 
 Many times a month 
 Don't know 

verbally?  
  
 

 Not once 
 Once or twice 
 Every month 
 Many times a month 
 Don't know  

 Not once 
 Once or twice 
 Every month 
 Many times a month 
 Don't know  

 Not once 
 Once or twice 
 Every month 
 Many times a month 
 Don't know  

socially?  
  
 

 Not once 
 Once or twice 
 Every month 

 Many times a month 
 Don't know  

 Not once 
 Once or twice 
 Every month 

 Many times a month 
 Don't know  

 Not once 
 Once or twice 
 Every month 

 Many times a month 
 Don't know  
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 Child #1 Child #2 Child #3 
electronically?  Not once 

 Once or twice 
 Every month 
 Many times a month 
 Don't know  

 Not once 
 Once or twice 
 Every month 
 Many times a month 
 Don't know  

 Not once 
 Once or twice 
 Every month 
 Many times a month 
 Don't know  

 
17. Have you talked to your child about bullying or harassment during this school year? How many times? 

 

Child #1 Child #2 Child #3 

 Not once this school year 
 Once or twice this school year 
 Every month this school year 
 Many times this school year 

 Not once this school year 
 Once or twice this school year 
 Every month this school year 
 Many times this school year 

 Not once this school year 
 Once or twice this school year 
 Every month this school year 
 Many times this school year 

 

We are looking for your opinion 
The provincial Home and School Federation advocates for, or speaks out on behalf of, students on a number of issues 
as identified by parents of school-aged children on PEI.  
 
We would like you to share your views and help us prioritize our work for the coming year. 
 
18. Do you believe that School Board Trustees should be appointed or elected? 
 
 appointed 
 elected 
 either would be fine 
 a combination would be fine 

Comments? (please describe): 
 
 
  



Parents as Partners in Education Survey 2013 

PEI Parents as Partners in Education Survey – 2013 – 10 

 

19. The Home and School Federation may have the opportunity to influence, or raise the profile of, the 
following issues during the coming year.  
 

 

Do you think the Federation should be involved in these 

topics? 
 

Yes, the 
Federation 
should be 
involved 

No, the 
Federation 
should NOT 
be involved 

I'm unsure 
or don't 
know 

Structure of the school year calendar (number of teaching days, 
timing of professional development events, length of school breaks - 
Christmas and March breaks)  

      

Structure of the school day (start time, length of classes, length of 
day) 

      

Teacher and Principal performance assessment (if and how 
assessments are performed, incorporation of parent input, feedback 
to parents) 

      

Student Achieve system (evaluation of the content, consistency in 
use) 

      

Report Cards (changing the scoring system, consistency between 
schools) 

      

Bullying in schools (youth bullying, adult bullying)       
Rezoning schools (changing attendance zones)       
Time available for eating school lunch       
If there are other areas that you would like to see the Federation focus, please explain here: 
 
 
 

 
20. If the Home and School Federation was only able to address three (3) issues this year, which ones would you 
like them to focus on? 
(Please choose up to 3) 

 
 Structure of the school year calendar (number of teaching days, timing of professional development events, 

length of school breaks - Christmas and March breaks) 
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 Structure of the school day (start time, length of classes, length of day) 

 Teacher and Principal performance assessment (if and how assessments are performed, incorporation of parent 

input, feedback to parents) 

 Student Achieve system (evaluation of the content, consistency in use) 

 Report Cards (changing the scoring system, consistency between schools) 

 Bullying in schools (youth bullying, adult bullying) 

 Rezoning schools (changing attendance zones) 

 Time available for eating school lunch 

 Other (please describe): 

Your Perspective 
 

21. How well do the teaching styles of your child's teachers match your child's learning style? 
 

Child #1 Child #2 Child #3 

 Not well at all 
 Mildly well 

 Fairly well 
 Quite well 
 Extremely well 

 Not well at all 
 Mildly well 
 Fairly well 
 Quite well 
 Extremely well 

 Not well at all 
 Mildly well 
 Fairly well 
 Quite well 
 Extremely well 

 
22. How well do you feel your child's school is preparing him/her for the next academic year? OR If your child 
will not be in school next year, how well do you feel your child's school is preparing him/her for work? 
 

Child #1 Child #2 Child #3 

 Not well at all 
 Mildly well 

 Fairly well 
 Quite well 
 Extremely well 

 Not well at all 
 Mildly well 

 Fairly well 
 Quite well 
 Extremely well 

 Not well at all 
 Mildly well 

 Fairly well 
 Quite well 
 Extremely well 
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23. Would you consider leaving Prince Edward Island to find better education for your child? 
 
 No 
 Yes 
 Don't know/No answer 

Demographics 
Please answer these final questions to help us ensure that we have representation from a range of parents/guardians 
on PEI. 
24. What is your age? 
 

 18 to 24 
 25 to 34 
 35 to 44 
 45 to 54 

 55 to 64 
 65 to 74 
 75 or older 
 I'd rather not say 

 

 
 
25. What is the highest level of education you have completed? 
 
 Some high school 

 High school certificate, diploma or equivalent (e.g., GED) 

 Some college or university 

 Apprenticeship or trades certificate or diploma 

 College, CEGEP or other non-university certificate or diploma 

 University certificate, diploma or degree at bachelor's level 

 Post-secondary diploma or degree - above bachelor's 

 I'd rather not say 
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Thank you for taking the time to fill out this survey.  Don’t forget to submit your survey! 
 
Please return your completed survey to the PEI Home and School Federation office at: 

Mailing Address 
PO Box 1012 
Charlottetown. PE 
C1A 7M4 

Office Location 
40 Enman Crescent 
Charlottetown, PE 
(Royalty Centre) 

 
In appreciation of your efforts, we would like to enter your name into a prize draw. After you click "Done" your survey 
will be submitted and you will be redirected to another website where you may enter your name in a draw. 
 

 To be eligible for the draw, you must be the parent/guardian of a Prince Edward Island child in grades Kindergarten 
-12. Only one entry per person. 

 By entering your name and contact information in time for the draws, you will have the chance to win a cash prize of 
$50. 

 Five draws will occur for $50 each. The weekly draw for $50 will be made at the Home and School Federation office, 
(in Charlottetown, PEI) beginning with the first draw on January 25, 2013 - at 12 noon. The last draw will occur on 
February 22, 2013. 

 Winners will be notified and their names will be posted on the Home and School website: www.peihsf.ca 
 
To have your name entered in the draw, please call: 

Telephone 
(902) 620-3186 
1-800-916-0664 

Or Email your contact information to: peihsf@edu.pe.ca 
 

http://www.peihsf.ca/

