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Mount Stewart Home and School Association organized a math information night at the school for parents, 

students and staff to learn strategies for understanding the math curriculum and outcomes and how to help their 

children with this at home. 

 

 Numeracy – An elementary numeracy leader, David Costello, from the Department of Education gave a 

presentation to all the participants in the gym around the elementary math curriculum and explained how 

Progress Monitoring works in each grade and what the key stage outcomes are. 

 

The Project Benefitted: 

 PARENTS who acquired knowledge and skills around their students’ math curriculum in order to help 

them at home with their math and have fun doing it. 

 STUDENTS who engaged with their parents and staff to play math games that apply their curriculum.  

They also received a math kit to take home to support their grade level learning. 

 TEACHERS who engaged with parents and students in the school setting to help them understand the 

math goals and feel comfortable helping their children with math. 

 

How were parents encouraged to attend? 

 Parents were invited to a fundraising pancake supper, “Bikes for Books,” prior to the math event to 

encourage more parents to attend the math session.  This was helpful and it combined two events into 

one evening, as peoples’ lives are busy. 

 

Webstory: 

Mount Stewart Consolidated Home and School hosted 50 parents, 60 students, and 10 teachers plus EA’s one 

evening in the school setting to explore the new math curriculum and progress monitoring at each grade level. 

The school community had assembled earlier in the evening to take part in a fundraising pancake supper, “Bikes 

for Books.”  This was followed by the math event.  David Costello, elementary numeracy leader, at the 

Department of Education gave a presentation in the gym to all participants. Then the students took parents to 

the classrooms to engage in math games to learn skills to support their children’s learning in meeting the new 

math outcomes.  Often there is mystery and fear surrounding something that is new, especially as it relates to 

math.  Parents were so encouraged by this math event that equipped them to understand their students’ math 

curriculum that another math information night was organized and held in April.  David Costello from the 

Department shared with parents around solving math problems (multiple strategies), fast learning word 

problems and problem solving.  Events like these that create connections between the home and the school and 

empower parents to support their children’s learning are the very substance of home and school.   
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